
 
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR YEAR “B” 
The Revised Common Lectionary 
using translations from  
The New Jerusalem Bible,  
The New Revised Standard Version. 
Also using the Scholarship of Dr. Wil Gafney 
and a few additional sources  
to make the readings clearer 
 
Used in the Year of Grace 2021 
 
 

 
 

ST. GREGORY OF NYSSA EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ 



January 3, 2021 
The Second Sunday After Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 
Thus says the HOLY ONE OF OLD: 
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,  
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;  
proclaim, give praise, and say,  
“Save, HOLY ONE, your people,  
the remnant of Israel.”  
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,  
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,  
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and  
those in labor, together;  
a great company, they shall return here.  
With weeping they shall come,  
and with consolations I will lead them back,  
I will let them walk by brooks of water,  
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;  
for I have become a father to Israel,  
and Ephraim is my firstborn.  
Hear the word of the HOLY ONE OF OLD, O nations,  
and declare it in the coastlands far away;  
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,  
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”  
For the HOLY ONE OF OLD has ransomed Jacob,  
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.  



They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,  
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the HOLY ONE, 
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,  
and over the young of the flock and the herd;  
their life shall become like a watered garden,  
and they shall never languish again.  
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,  
and the young men and the old shall be merry.  
I will turn their mourning into joy,  
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.  
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,  
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,  
says the HOLY ONE OF OLD. v  
 
January 3, 2021 
The Second Sunday After Christmas  
Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before 
him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 



I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to 
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I 
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as 
you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe. v 

 

January 3, 2021 
The Second Sunday After Christmas 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 
have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 



born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has 
been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  
for from you shall come a ruler  
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’“  

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. v 

 
Or this 



 
January 3, 2021 
The Second Sunday After Christmas 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Matthew 2:13-23 

After they had left, suddenly the angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream and said, 'Get up, take the child and 
his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there 
until I tell you, because Herod intends to search for the 
child and do away with him.' So Joseph got up and, taking 
the child and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, 
where he stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil 
what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: I called my 
son out of Egypt.  

Herod was furious on realizing that he had been fooled by 
the wise men, and in Bethlehem and its surrounding district 
he had all the male children killed who were two years old 
or less, reckoning by the date he had been careful to ask the 
wise men. Then were fulfilled the words spoken through 
the prophet Jeremiah:  

A voice is heard in Ramah, lamenting and weeping bitterly: 
it is Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be 
comforted because they are no more.  



After Herod's death, suddenly the angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 'Get up, 
take the child and his mother with you and go back to the 
land of Israel, for those who wanted to kill the child are 
dead.' So Joseph got up and, taking the child and his mother 
with him, went back to the land of Israel. But when he 
learnt that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as 
ruler of Judaea he was afraid to go there, and being warned 
in a dream he withdrew to the region of Galilee. There he 
settled in a town called Nazareth. In this way the words 
spoken through the prophets were to be fulfilled: He will be 
called a Nazarene."   v 



January 10, 2021 
The Baptism of Our Lord 
Genesis 1:1–5 

In the beginning God created heaven and earth. Now the 
earth was a formless void, and there was darkness over the 
deep, with a divine wind sweeping over the waters.  

God said,  “Let there be light,” and there was light. God 
saw that light was good, and God divided light from 
darkness. God called light ‘day’, and darkness he called 
‘night’. Evening came and morning came: the first day. v  

 

January 10, 2021 
The Baptism of Our Lord 
The Acts of the Apostles 19:1–7 

It happened that while Apollos was in Corinth, Paul made 
his way overland as far as Ephesus, where he found a 
number of disciples. When he asked,  “Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you became believers?” they answered,  
“No, we were never even told there was such a thing as a 
Holy Spirit.” He asked, “Then how were you baptized?” 
They replied,  “With John’s baptism.” Paul said,  “John’s 
baptism was a baptism of repentance; but he insisted that 
the people should believe in the one who was to come after 



him — namely Jesus.” When they heard this, they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, and the moment 
Paul had laid hands on them the Holy Spirit came down on 
them, and they began to speak with tongues and to 
prophesy. There were about twelve of these men in all. v 

 
January 10, 2021 
The Baptism of Our Lord 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 1:4-11 

John the Baptist was in the desert, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judea and all the 
people of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan they confessed 
their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived 
on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his preaching he 
said,  “After me is coming someone who is more powerful 
than me, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap 
of his sandals. I have baptized you with water, but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

It was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee 
and was baptized in the Jordan by John. And at once, as he 
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 



apart and the Spirit, like a dove, descending on him. And a 
voice came from heaven,  “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
my favor rests on you.” v 



January 17, 2021       
The Second Sunday After the Epiphany  
First Samuel 3:1–10 

Now, the boy Samuel was serving the HOLY ONE OF OLD 
in the presence of Eli; in those days it was rare for the 
HOLY ONE to speak; visions were uncommon. One day, it 
happened that Eli was lying down in his room. His eyes 
were beginning to grow dim; he could no longer see. The 
lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying in 
the HOLY ONE’s sanctuary, where the ark of God was, 
when the HOLY ONE called,  “Samuel! Samuel!” He 
answered,  “Here I am,” and, running to Eli, he said,  “Here 
I am, as you called me.” Eli said,  “I did not call. Go back 
and lie down.” So he went and lay down.  

And again the HOLY ONE OF OLD called,  “Samuel! 
Samuel!” He got up and went to Eli and said,  “Here I am, 
as you called me.” He replied,  “I did not call, my son; go 
back and lie down.” As yet, Samuel had no knowledge of 
the HOLY ONE and the word of the HOLY ONE had not yet 
been revealed to him.  

Again the HOLY ONE OF OLD called, the third time. He got 
up and went to Eli and said,  “Here I am, as you called me.” 
Eli then understood that the HOLY ONE was calling the 



child, and he said to Samuel,  “Go and lie down, and if 
someone calls say,  ‘Speak, HOLY ONE; for your servant is 
listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. The 
HOLY ONE then came and stood by, calling as he had done 
before,  “Samuel! Samuel!” Samuel answered,  “Speak, 
HOLY ONE; for your servant is listening.” v  

 
January 17, 2021       
The Second Sunday After the Epiphany  
The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 6:12–20 

“For me everything is permissible”; maybe, but not 
everything does good. True, for me everything is 
permissible, but I am determined not to be dominated by 
anything. Foods are for the stomach, and the stomach is for 
foods; and God will destroy them both. But the body is not 
for sexual immorality; it is for the Lord, and the Lord is for 
the body. God raised up the Lord and God will raise us up 
too by power.  

Do you not realize that your bodies are members of Christ’s 
body; do you think one can take parts of Christ’s body and 
join them to the body of a prostitute? Out of the question! 
Or do you not realize that anyone who attaches himself to a 
prostitute is one body with her, since the two, as it is said, 



become one flesh? But anyone who attaches himself to the 
Lord is one spirit with him.  

Keep away from sexual immorality. All other sins that 
people may commit are done outside the body; but the 
sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Do you 
not realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you and whom you received from God? You are 
not your own property, then; you have been bought at a 
price. So use your body for the glory of God. v  

 
January 17, 2021       
The Second Sunday After the Epiphany  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 1:43–51 

The day after Jesus had decided to leave for Galilee, he met 
Philip and said,  “Follow me.” Philip came from the same 
town, Bethsaida, as Andrew and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him,  “We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 
Joseph, from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him,  “From 
Nazareth? Can anything good come from that place?” 
Philip replied,  “Come and see.”  



When Jesus saw Nathanael coming he said of him,  “There, 
truly, is an Israelite in whom there is no deception.” 
Nathanael asked,  “How do you know me?” Jesus replied,  
“Before Philip came to call you, I saw you under the fig 
tree.” Nathanael answered,  “Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God, you are the king of Israel.” Jesus replied,  “You 
believe that just because I said: I saw you under the fig tree. 
You are going to see greater things than that.” And then he 
added,  “In all truth I tell you, you will see heaven open and 
the angels of God ascending and descending over the Son 
of man.” v 



January 24, 2021       
The Third Sunday After the Epiphany  
The Book of the Prophet Jonah 3:1–5, 10 

The word of the HOLY ONE was addressed to Jonah a 
second time.  “Up!” God said,  “Go to Nineveh, the great 
city, and preach to it as I shall tell you.” Jonah finally set 
out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of the 
HOLY ONE. Now Nineveh was a city great beyond 
compare; to cross it took three days. Jonah began by going 
a day’s journey into the city and then proclaimed,  “Only 
forty days more and Nineveh will be overthrown.” And the 
people of Nineveh believed in God; proclaimed a fast and 
put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least. God saw 
their efforts to renounce their evil ways. And God relented 
about the disaster which had been threatened on them, and 
God did not bring it. v  

 
January 24, 2021      
The Third Sunday After the Epiphany  
The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 7:29–31 

Brothers and sisters, the time has become limited, and from 
now on those who have spouses should live as though they 
had none; those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning; those who enjoy life as though they did not 



enjoy it; those who have been buying property as though 
they had no possessions; and those who are involved with 
the world as though they were people not engrossed in it. 
Because this world as we know it is passing away. v  

 
January 24, 2021       
The Third Sunday After the Epiphany  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 1:14–20 

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. 
There he proclaimed the gospel from God saying, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is close at hand. 
Repent, and believe the gospel.” As he was walking along 
by the Lake of Galilee he saw Simon and Simon’s brother 
Andrew casting a net in the lake — for they were 
fishermen. And Jesus said to them,  “Come after me and I 
will make you into fishers of people.” And at once they left 
their nets and followed him.  

Going on a little further, he saw James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John; they too were in their boat, mending the 
nets. At once he called them and, leaving their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the men he employed, they went 
after him. v 



 

January 31, 2021       
The Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany  
The Book of Deuteronomy 18:15–20 

The HOLY ONE OF OLD your God will raise up a prophet 
like me; you will listen.  This is exactly what you asked the 
HOLY ONE your God to do—at Horeb, on the day of the 
Assembly, when you said, “Never let me hear the voice of 
the HOLY ONE my God or see this great fire again, or I shall 
die.”  Then the HOLY ONE said to me,  “What they have 
said is well said. From their own brothers I shall raise up a 
prophet like yourself;  I shall put my words into his mouth 
and he will tell them everything I command him. Anyone 
who refuses to listen to my words, spoken by him in my 
name, will have to render an account to me.  But the 
prophet who presumes to say something in my name which 
I have not commanded him to say, or who speaks in the 
name of other gods, that prophet must die.”  v 



January 31, 2021       
The Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany  
The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 8:1–13 

Now about food which has been dedicated to false gods. 
We are well aware that all of us have knowledge; but while 
knowledge puffs up, love is what builds up.  Someone may 
think that they have full knowledge of something and yet 
not know it as well as they should;  but someone who loves 
God is known by God.  On the subject of eating foods 
dedicated to false gods, we are well aware that none of the 
false gods exists in reality and that there is no God other 
than the One.  Though there are so-called gods, in the 
heavens or on earth—and there are plenty of gods and 
plenty of lords—  yet for there is only one God, the Father 
from whom all things come and for whom we exist, and 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things come and 
through whom we exist.  

However, not everybody has this knowledge. There are 
some in whose consciences false gods still play such a part 
that they take the food as though it had been dedicated to a 
god; then their conscience, being vulnerable, is defiled,  
But of course food cannot make us acceptable to God; we 
lose nothing by not eating it, we gain nothing by eating it.  
Only be careful that this freedom of yours does not in any 



way turn into an obstacle to trip those who are vulnerable.  
Suppose someone sees you, who have the knowledge, 
sitting eating in the temple of some false god, do you not 
think that his conscience, vulnerable as it is, may be 
encouraged to eat foods dedicated to false gods?  And then 
it would be through your knowledge that this brother for 
whom Christ died, vulnerable as he is, has been lost.  So, 
sinning against your brothers and wounding their 
vulnerable consciences, you would be sinning against 
Christ.  That is why, if food can be the cause of a brother’s 
downfall, I will never eat meat anymore, rather than cause 
my brother’s downfall. v  



January 31, 2021       
The Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 1:21-28 

Jesus and his disciples went as far as Capernaum, and at 
once on the Sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and 
began to teach.  And his teaching made a deep impression 
on them because, unlike the scribes, he taught them with 
authority.  

And at once in their synagogue there was a man with an 
unclean spirit, and he shouted,  ‘What do you want with us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are: the Holy One of God.’  But Jesus rebuked it 
saying, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’  And the unclean 
spirit threw the man into convulsions and with a loud cry 
went out of him.  The people were so astonished that they 
started asking one another what it all meant, saying, ‘Here 
is a teaching that is new, and with authority behind it: he 
gives orders even to unclean spirits and they obey him.’  
And his reputation at once spread everywhere, through all 
the surrounding Galilean countryside.  v 
 



February 7, 2021       
The Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany  
The Prophet Isaiah 40:21–31 

Did you not know, had you not heard? Was it not told you 
from the beginning? Have you not understood how the 
earth was set on its foundations? The One who sits 
enthroned above the circle of the earth, the inhabitants of 
which are like grasshoppers, stretches out the heavens like 
a cloth, spreads them out like a tent to live in. The HOLY 

ONE reduces princes to nothing, the rulers of the world to 
mere emptiness. Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
scarcely has their stem taken root in the soil, than that One 
blows on them and they wither and the storm carries them 
away like chaff.  

“To whom can you compare me, or who is my equal?” says 
the HOLY ONE. Lift your eyes and look: the One who 
created these things leads out their army in order, 
summoning each of them by name. So mighty is that 
power, so great that strength, that not one fails to answer.  

How can you say, Jacob, how can you repeat, Israel, “My 
way is hidden from the HOLY ONE, my rights are ignored 
by my God”?  



Did you not know? Had you not heard? The HOLY ONE is 
the everlasting God, who created the remotest parts of the 
earth. The HOLY ONE does not grow tired or weary, that 
One’s understanding is beyond fathoming. The HOLY ONE 

gives strength to the weary, and strengthens the powerless. 
Youths grow tired and weary, the young stumble and fall, 
but those who hope in the HOLY ONE will regain their 
strength, they will sprout wings like eagles; though they run 
they will not grow weary, though they walk they will never 
tire. v 

 

 
February 7, 2021       
The Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany  
The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 9:16–23 

Preaching the gospel gives me nothing to boast of, for I am 
under compulsion and I should be in trouble if I failed to do 
it. If I did it on my own initiative I would deserve a reward; 
but if I do it under compulsion I am simply accepting a task 
entrusted to me. What reward do I have, then? That in my 
preaching I offer the gospel free of charge to avoid using 
the rights which the gospel allows me.  



So though I was not a slave to any human being, I put 
myself in slavery to all people, to win as many as I could. 
To the Jews I made myself as a Jew, to win the Jews; to 
those under the Law as one under the Law (though I am 
not), in order to win those under the Law; to those outside 
the Law as one outside the Law, though I am not outside 
the Law but under Christ’s law, to win those outside the 
Law. To the weak, I made myself weak, to win the weak. I 
accommodated myself to people in all kinds of different 
situations, so that by all possible means I might bring some 
to salvation. All this I do for the sake of the gospel, that I 
may share its benefits with others. v 

 
 
February 7, 2021       
The Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 1:29–39 

At once on leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with James 
and John straight to the house of Simon and Andrew. Now 
Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed and feverish, and at 
once they told him about her. He went in to her, took her by 
the hand and helped her up. And the fever left her and she 
began to serve them.  



That evening, after sunset, they brought to Jesus all who 
were sick and those who were possessed by devils. The 
whole town came crowding round the door, and he cured 
many who were sick with diseases of one kind or another; 
he also drove out many devils, but he would not allow them 
to speak, because they knew who he was.  

In the morning, long before dawn, Jesus got up and left the 
house and went off to a lonely place and prayed there. 
Simon and his companions set out in search of him, and 
when they found him they said,  “Everybody is looking for 
you.”  

He answered,  “Let us go elsewhere, to the neighboring 
country towns, so that I can proclaim the message there too, 
because that is why I came.” And he went all through 
Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out 
devils. v 



February 14, 2021       
The Last Sunday After the Epiphany 
The Second book of Kings 2:1–12 

This is what happened when the HOLY ONE OF OLD took 
Elijah up to heaven in the whirlwind: Elijah and Elisha set 
out from Gilgal, and Elijah said to Elisha,  ‘You stay here, 
for the HOLY ONE is only sending me to Bethel.’ But Elisha 
replied,  ‘As  the HOLY ONE lives and as you yourself live, 
I will not leave you!’ and they went down to Bethel. The 
brotherhood of prophets living at Bethel came out to meet 
Elisha and said,  ‘Do you know that the HOLY ONE OF OLD 

will carry your lord and master away today?’  ‘Yes, I 
know,’ he said,  ‘be quiet.’ Elijah said,  ‘Elisha, you stay 
here, the HOLY ONE is only sending me to Jericho.’ But he 
replied,  ‘As the HOLY ONE OF OLD lives and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you!’ and they went on to 
Jericho. The brotherhood of prophets living at Jericho went 
up to Elisha and said,  ‘Do you know that the HOLY ONE 

will carry your lord and master away today?’  ‘Yes, I 
know,’ he said,  ‘be quiet.’ Elijah said,  ‘Elisha, you stay 
here, the HOLY ONE is only sending me to the Jordan.’ But 
he replied,  ‘As the HOLY ONE OF OLD lives and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you!’ And they went on 
together.  



Fifty of the brotherhood of prophets followed them, halting 
some distance away as the two of them stood beside the 
Jordan. Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the 
water; and the water divided to left and right, and the two 
of them crossed over dry-shod. When they had crossed, 
Elijah said to Elisha,  ‘Make your request. What can I do 
for you before I am snatched away from you?’ Elisha 
answered,  ‘Let me inherit a double share of your spirit.’ 
‘Your request is difficult,’ Elijah said.  ‘If you see me while 
I am being snatched away from you, it will be as you ask; if 
not, it will not be so.’ Now as they walked on, talking as 
they went, a chariot of fire appeared and horses of fire 
coming between the two of them; and Elijah went up to 
heaven in the whirlwind. Elisha saw it, and shouted,  ‘My 
father! My father! Chariot of Israel and its chargers!’ Then 
he lost sight of him, and taking hold of his own clothes he 
tore them in half. v 
 



February 14, 2021       
The Last Sunday After the Epiphany 
The Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 4:3–6 

If our gospel seems to be veiled at all, it is so to those who are 
on the way to destruction, the unbelievers whose minds have 
been blinded by the god of this world, so that they cannot see 
shining the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. It is not ourselves that we are proclaiming, but 
Christ Jesus as the Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake. It is God who said,  ‘Let light shine out of 
darkness,’ that has shone into our hearts to enlighten them with 
the knowledge of God’s glory, the glory on the face of 
Christ.v 
 

February 14, 2021       
The Last Sunday After the Epiphany 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to 
Mark 9:2–9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John 
and led them up a high mountain on their own by themselves. 
There in their presence he was transfigured: his clothes became 
brilliantly white, whiter than any earthly bleacher could make 
them. Elijah appeared to them with Moses; and they were 
talking to Jesus. Then Peter spoke to Jesus,  ‘Rabbi,’ he said,  



‘it is wonderful for us to be here; so let us make three shelters, 
one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He did not 
know what to say; they were so frightened. And a cloud came, 
covering them in shadow; and from the cloud there came a 
voice,  ‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ Then 
suddenly, when they looked round, they saw no one with them 
any more but only Jesus.  

As they were coming down from the mountain he warned them 
to tell no one what they had seen, until after the Son of man 
had risen from the dead. v 



 
February 21, 2021       
The First Sunday in Lent 
The Book of Genesis 9:8-17 

God spoke as follows to Noah and his sons,  ‘I am now 
establishing my covenant with you and with your 
descendants to come,  and with every living creature that 
was with you: birds, cattle and every wild animal with you; 
everything that came out of the ark, every living thing on 
earth.  And I shall maintain my covenant with you: that 
never again shall all living things be destroyed by the 
waters of a flood, nor shall there ever again be a flood to 
devastate the earth.’  

‘And this’, God said, ‘is the sign of the covenant which I 
now make between myself and you and every living 
creature with you for all ages to come:  I now set my bow 
in the clouds and it will be the sign of the covenant between 
me and the earth.  When I gather the clouds over the earth 
and the bow appears in the clouds,  I shall recall the 
covenant between myself and you and every living 
creature, in a word all living things, and never again will 
the waters become a flood to destroy all living things.   



When the bow is in the clouds I shall see it and call to mind 
the eternal covenant between God and every living creature 
on earth, that is, all living things.’  

‘That’, God told Noah, ‘is the sign of the covenant I have 
established between myself and all living things on 
earth.’v 
 
 

February 21, 2021       
The First Sunday in Lent 
The First letter of Peter 3:18-22 

Christ himself died once and for all for sins, the upright for 
the sake of the guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he was 
put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life,  and, in the 
spirit, he went to preach to the spirits in prison.  They 
refused to believe long ago, while God patiently waited to 
receive them, in Noah’s time when the ark was being built. 
In it only a few, that is eight souls, were saved through 
water.  It is the baptism corresponding to this water which 
saves you now—not the washing off of physical dirt but the 
pledge of a good conscience given to God through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ,  who has entered heaven and is 
at God’s right hand, with angels, ruling forces and powers 
subject to him. v 



February 21, 2021       
The First Sunday in Lent 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
Mark 1:9-15 

It was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee 
and was baptized in the Jordan by John.  And at once, as he 
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit, like a dove, descending on him.  And a 
voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; 
my favor rests on you.’  

And at once the Spirit drove him into the desert  and he 
remained there for forty days, and was put to the test by 
Satan. He was with the wild animals, and the angels looked 
after him.  

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. 
There he proclaimed the gospel from God saying,  ‘The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is close at hand. 
Repent, and believe the gospel.’ v 



February 28, 2021       
The Second Sunday in Lent 
The Book of Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the HOLY ONE OF 

OLD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am El Shaddai; 
walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my 
covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and 
God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: 
You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No 
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude 
of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 
make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you.” God said to Abraham, “As for Sarah 
your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a 
son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to 
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” v 



February 28, 2021       
The Second Sunday in Lent 
The Letter of Paul to the Romans 4:13-25 

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come 
to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but 
through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of 
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 
is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, 
neither is there violation.  

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise 
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, 
not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 
as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”) -- in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence 
the things that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall 
your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was already as good as 
dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he 
considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust 
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 



grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 
Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not 
for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to 
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and 
was raised for our justification. v 

 
February 28, 2021       
The Second Sunday in Lent 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
Mark 8:31-38 

Then Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man 
must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said 
to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 



life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those 
who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.”v 
 



March 7, 2021       
The Third Sunday in Lent 
The Book of Exodus 20:1-17 

God spoke all these words. God said, “I am the HOLY ONE 

OF OLD, your God who you out of Egypt, where you lived 
as slaves.  

“You shall have no other gods to rival me.  

“You shall not make yourself a carved image or any 
likeness of anything in heaven above or on earth beneath or 
in the waters under the earth. You shall not bow down to 
them or serve them. For I, the HOLY ONE, your God, am a 
jealous God and I punish a parent’s fault in the children, the 
grandchildren, and the great-grandchildren among those 
who hate me; but I act with faithful love towards thousands 
of those who love me and keep my commandments.  

“You shall not misuse the name of the HOLY ONE your 
God, for the HOLY ONE will not leave unpunished anyone 
who misuses the name.  

“Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. For six days 
you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is 
a Sabbath for the HOLY ONE your God.  



You shall do no work that day, neither you nor your son 
nor your daughter nor your servants, men or women, nor 
your animals nor the alien living with you. For in six days 
the HOLY ONE made the heavens, earth and sea and all that 
these contain, but on the seventh day the HOLY ONE OF 

OLD rested; that is why the HOLY ONE has blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it sacred.  

“Honor your father and your mother so that you may live 
long in the land that the HOLY ONE your God is giving you.  

“You shall not kill.  

“You shall not commit adultery.  

“You shall not steal.  

“You shall not give false evidence against your neighbor.  

“You shall not set your heart on your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not set your heart on your neighbor’s spouse, or 
servant, man or woman, or ox, or donkey, or any of your 
neighbor’s possessions.” v  

 



March 7, 2021       
The Third Sunday in Lent 
The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 1:18-25 

The message of the cross is folly for those who are on the 
way to ruin, but for those of us who are on the road to 
salvation it is the power of God. As scripture says: “I am 
going to destroy the wisdom of the wise and bring to 
nothing the understanding of any who understand.”  

Where are the philosophers? Where are the experts? And 
where are the debaters of this age? Do you not see how 
God has shown up human wisdom as folly? Since in the 
wisdom of God the world was unable to recognize God 
through wisdom, it was God’s own pleasure to save 
believers through the folly of the gospel. While the Jews 
demand miracles and the Greeks look for wisdom, we are 
preaching a crucified Christ: to the Jews an obstacle they 
cannot get over, to the Gentiles foolishness, but to those 
who have been called, whether they are Jews or Greeks, a 
Christ who is both the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. God’s folly is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 
weakness is stronger than human strength. v   

 



March 7, 2021       
The Third Sunday in Lent 
The Holy Gospel according to John 2:13-22 

When the time of the Passover was near Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling cattle 
and sheep and doves, and the moneychangers sitting there. 
Making a whip out of cord, he drove them all out of the 
Temple, sheep and cattle as well, scattered the money 
changers’ coins, knocked their tables over and said to the 
dove sellers,  “Take all this out of here and stop using my 
Father’s house as a market.” Then his disciples 
remembered the words of scripture: “I am eaten up with 
zeal for your house.” 

The authorities intervened and said,  “What sign can you 
show us that you should act like this?” Jesus answered,  
“Destroy this Temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
The Jews replied,  “It has taken forty-six years to build this 
Temple: are you going to raise it up again in three days?”  

But Jesus was speaking of the Temple that was his body, 
and when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
scripture and what he had said. v 

 



March 14, 2021       
The Patronal Feast of St. Gregory of Nyssa  
The Wisdom of Solomon 7:24–28 

For wisdom is more mobile than any motion; 
because of her pureness she pervades and penetrates all 
things. For she is a breath of the power of God, 
and a pure emanation of the glory of the Almighty; 
therefore nothing defiled gains entrance into her.  
For she is a reflection of eternal light, 
a spotless mirror of the working of God, 
and an image of his goodness.  

Although she is but one, she can do all things, 
and while remaining in herself, she renews all things; 
in every generation she passes into holy souls 
and makes them friends of God, and prophets;  
for God loves nothing so much as the person who lives 
with wisdom. � 



March 14, 2021       
The Patronal Feast of St. Gregory of Nyssa  
The Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 2:17–22 

So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off 
and peace to those who were near; for through him both of 
us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are 
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the 
saints and also members of the household of God, built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole 
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in 
the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually 
into a dwelling-place for God. � 



March 14, 2021       
The Patronal Feast of St. Gregory of Nyssa  
A Reading from Gregory of Nyssa 

I have briefly traced out the life of the great Moses like a 
pattern of beauty, so that each one of us might copy the 
beauty shown here by imitating his way of life. What surer 
testimony to Moses’ perfection could we find, then God’s 
own voice saying to him, “You are my most intimate 
friend”? 

Now it is time for you, noble friend, to look to Moses’ 
example, and by transferring its deeper meaning to your 
own life, to be known by God and to become God’s friend. 
This is true perfection: not to shun wickedness, for fear of 
punishment, like slaves, nor to do good because we hope 
for rewards, as if cashing in on a deal. On the contrary, 
setting aside all the prizes we hope for—and which have 
been promised—we regard falling from God’s friendship as 
the only thing dreadful, and we consider becoming God’s 
friend the only thing truly worthwhile. This, I said, is the 
perfection of life. 

As God lifts your understanding to what is magnificent and 
divine, whatever you find—and I know you will find 



plenty—will surely serve the common good in Christ Jesus. 
Amen.  

Here Gregory of Nyssa ended his writings, and died in the 
year of grace three hundred ninety-five.� 

 
 
March 14, 2021       
The Patronal Feast of St. Gregory of Nyssa 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
John 15:7–17 

If you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may 
ask for whatever you please and you will get it. It is to the 
glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit and be 
my disciples. I have loved you just as the Father has loved 
me. Remain in my love. If you keep my commandments 
you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and remain in his love.  I have told you this 
so that my own joy may be in you and your joy be 
complete. This is my commandment: love one another, as I 
have loved you. No one can have greater love than to lay 
down his life for his friends. You are my friends, if you do 
what I command you. I shall no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know the master’s business; I 
call you friends, because I have made known to you 



everything I have learnt from my Father. You did not 
choose me, no, I chose you; and I commissioned you to go 
out and to bear fruit, fruit that will last; so that the Father 
will give you anything you ask him in my name. My 
command to you is to love one another. � 
 



March 14, 2021       
The Fourth Sunday in Lent  
The Book of Numbers 21:4–9 

The Israelites left Mount Hor by the road to the Sea of 
Suph, to skirt round Edom. On the way the people lost 
patience. They spoke against God and against Moses,  
“Why did you bring us out of Egypt to die in the desert? 
For there is neither food nor water here; we are sick of this 
meager diet.”  

At this, God sent fiery serpents among the people; their bite 
brought death to many in Israel. The people came and said 
to Moses,  “We have sinned by speaking against  the HOLY 

ONE OF OLD and against you. Intercede for us with  the 
HOLY ONE to save us from these serpents.” Moses 
interceded for the people, and  the HOLY ONE replied,  
“Make a fiery serpent and raise it as a standard. Anyone 
who is bitten and looks at it will survive.” Moses then made 
a serpent out of bronze and raised it as a standard, and 
anyone who was bitten by a serpent and looked at the 
bronze serpent survived. v 

 



March 14, 2021       
The Fourth Sunday in Lent  
The Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 2:1–10 

You were dead, through the crimes and the sins which used to 
make up your way of life when you were living by the principles 
of this world, obeying the ruler who dominates the air, the spirit 
who is at work in those who rebel. We too were all among them 
once, living only by our natural inclinations, obeying the 
demands of human self-indulgence and our own whim; our 
nature made us no less liable to God’s retribution than the rest of 
the world. But God, being rich in faithful love – through the 
great love with which God loved us, even when we were dead in 
our sins – brought us to life with Christ (it is through grace that 
you have been saved) and raised us up with him and gave us a 
place with him in heaven, in Christ Jesus.  

This was to show for all ages to come, through God’s goodness 
towards us in Christ Jesus, how extraordinarily rich that One is in 
grace. Because it is by grace that you have been saved, through 
faith; not by anything of your own, but by a gift from God; not 
by anything that you have done, so that nobody can claim the 
credit. We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus for the 
good works which God has already designated to make up our 
way of life. v  



March 14, 2021       
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
John 3:14–21 

As Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so must the Son 
of man be lifted up so that everyone who believes may 
have eternal life in him. For this is how God loved the 
world: God gave the only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
For God sent the Son into the world not to judge the world, 
but so that through him the world might be saved. No one 
who believes in him will be judged; but whoever does not 
believe is judged already, because that person does not 
believe in the Name of God’s only Son.  

And the judgment is this: though the light has come into the 
world, people have preferred darkness to the light because 
their deeds were evil. And indeed, all who do wrong hate 
the light and avoid it, to prevent their actions from being 
shown up; but all who do the truth come out into the light, 
so that what they are doing may plainly appear as done in 
God. v  
 



March 21, 2021       
The Fifth Sunday in Lent  
The Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 31:31–34 

Look, the days are coming,  the HOLY ONE OF OLD 

declares, when I shall make a new covenant with the House 
of Israel (and the House of Judah), but not like the covenant 
I made with their ancestors the day I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of Egypt, a covenant which they broke, 
even though I was their Master,  the HOLY ONE declares. 
No, this is the covenant I shall make with the House of 
Israel when those days have come,  the HOLY ONE declares. 
Within them I shall plant my Law, writing it on their hearts. 
Then I shall be their God and they will be my people. There 
will be no further need for everyone to teach neighbor or 
brother or sister, saying,  “Learn to know  the HOLY ONE 

OF OLD!” No, they will all know me, from the least to the 
greatest,  the HOLY ONE declares, since I shall forgive their 
guilt and never more call their sin to mind. v 



March 21, 2021       
The Fifth Sunday in Lent  
The Letter to the Hebrews 5:5–10 

It was not Christ who gave himself the glory of becoming 
high priest, but the one who said to him “You are my Son, 
today I have fathered you,” and in another text “You are a 
priest for ever, of the order of Melchizedek.” During his 
life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, with 
loud cries and with tears, to the one who had the power to 
save him from death, and, winning a hearing by his 
reverence, he learnt obedience, Son though he was, through 
his sufferings; when he had been perfected, he became for 
all who obey him the source of eternal salvation and was 
acclaimed by God with the title of high priest of the order 
of Melchizedek. v 
 

 
March 21, 2021       
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 12:20-33 

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were 
some Greeks. These approached Philip, who came from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him,  “Sir, we 



should like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew, and 
Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus.  

Jesus replied to them: “Now the hour has come for the Son 
of man to be glorified. In all truth I tell you, unless a wheat 
grain falls into the earth and dies, it remains only a single 
grain; but if it dies it yields a rich harvest. All who love 
their life lose it; all who hate their life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me, must follow 
me, and my servant will be with me wherever I am. If 
anyone serves me, my Father will honor him.  

 “Now my soul is troubled. What shall I say: Father, save 
me from this hour? But it is for this very reason that I have 
come to this hour. Father, glorify your name!” A voice 
came from heaven,  “I have glorified it, and I will again 
glorify it.”  

The crowd standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of 
thunder; others said,  “It was an angel speaking to him.” 
Jesus answered,  “It was not for my sake that this voice 
came, but for yours. Now sentence is being passed on this 
world; now the prince of this world is to be driven out. And 
when I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all people 
to myself.” By these words Jesus indicated the kind of 
death he would die. v 



 
 
 
 
 
 

The Readings for Holy Week  
are Found in a Separate Book 

 



April 11, 2021        
The Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35 

The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no 
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, as 
everything they owned was held in common.  

The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus with great power, and they were all accorded 
great respect.  

None of their members was ever in want, as all those who 
owned land or houses would sell them, and bring the 
money from the sale of them, to present it to the apostles; it 
was then distributed to any who might be in need. v 

 

April 11, 2021         
The Second Sunday of Easter 
The First Letter of John 1:1–2:2 

Something which has existed since the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen with our own eyes, 
which we have watched and touched with our own hands, 
the Word of life — this is our theme. That life was made 
visible; we saw it and are giving our testimony, declaring to 



you the eternal life, which was present to the Father and has 
been revealed to us. We are declaring to you what we have 
seen and heard, so that you too may share our life. Our life 
is shared with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We 
are writing this to you so that our joy may be complete.  

This is what we have heard from him and are declaring to 
you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all. If 
we say that we share in God’s life while we are living in 
darkness, we are lying, because we are not living the truth. 
But if we live in light, as he is in light, we have a share in 
another’s life, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us 
from all sin.  

If we say,  ‘We have no sin,’ we are deceiving ourselves, 
and truth has no place in us; if we acknowledge our sins, he 
is trustworthy and upright, so that he will forgive our sins 
and will cleanse us from all evil. If we say,  ‘We have 
never sinned,’ we make him a liar, and his word has no 
place in us.  

My children, I am writing this to prevent you from sinning; 
but if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ, the upright. He is the sacrifice to 
expiate our sins, and not only ours, but also those of the 
whole world. v 



April 11, 2021         
The Second Sunday of Easter 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 20:19–31 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, 
the doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, 
for fear of the authorities. Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said to them,  ‘Peace be with you,’ and, after 
saying this, he showed them his hands and his side. The 
disciples were filled with joy at seeing the Lord, and he 
said to them again,  ‘Peace be with you.  ‘As the Father 
sent me, so am I sending you.’  

After saying this he breathed on them and said: Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; 
if you retain anyone’s sins, they are retained.  

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples said 
to him,  ‘We have seen the Lord,’ but he answered,  
‘Unless I can see the holes that the nails made in his hands 
and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless 
I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight 
days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas 
was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in 



and stood among them.  ‘Peace be with you,’ he said. Then 
he spoke to Thomas,  ‘Put your finger here; look, here are 
my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Do not 
be unbelieving any more but believe.’ Thomas replied,  
‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: You believe 
because you can see me. Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe.  

There were many other signs that Jesus worked in the sight 
of the disciples, but they are not recorded in this book. 
These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may 
have life through his name. v 



April 18, 2021         
The Third Sunday of Easter 
The Acts of the Apostles 3:12-19 

When Peter saw the people he addressed them, ‘People of 
Israel, why are you so surprised at this? Why are you 
staring at us as though we had made this crippled man walk 
by our own power or holiness?  It is the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our ancestors, who has 
glorified his servant Jesus whom you handed over and then 
disowned in the presence of Pilate after he had given his 
verdict to release him.  It was you who accused the Holy 
and Upright One, you who demanded that a murderer 
should be released to you while you killed the prince of 
life. God, however, raised him from the dead, and to that 
fact we are witnesses; and it is the name of Jesus which, 
through faith in him, has brought back the strength of this 
man whom you see here and who is well known to you. It 
is faith in him that has restored this man to health, as you 
can all see. ‘Now I know, friends, that neither you nor your 
leaders had any idea what you were really doing; but this 
was the way God carried out what he had foretold, when he 
said through all his prophets that his Christ would suffer.  
Now you must repent and turn to God, so that your sins 
may be wiped out. v 



April 18, 2021         
The Third Sunday of Easter 
The First Letter of John 3:1-7 

You must see what great love the Father has lavished on us 
by letting us be called God’s children— which is what we 
are! The reason why the world does not acknowledge us is 
that it did not acknowledge him.  My dear friends, we are 
already God’s children, but what we shall be in the future 
has not yet been revealed. We are well aware that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as 
he really is.  

Whoever treasures this hope of him purifies himself, to be 
as pure as he is.  Whoever sins, acts wickedly, because all 
sin is wickedness.  Now you are well aware that he has 
appeared in order to take sins away, and that in him there is 
no sin.  No one who remains in him sins, and whoever sins 
has neither seen him nor recognized him.  Children, do not 
let anyone lead you astray. Whoever acts uprightly is 
upright, just as he is upright. v 



April 18, 2021         
The Third Sunday of Easter 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Luke 24:36b-48 

The disciples were talking about the stories they had heard 
about Jesus after his death, when he himself stood among 
them and said to them,  “Peace be with you!” In a state of 
alarm and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost. But 
he said,  “Why are you so agitated, and why are these 
doubts stirring in your hearts? See by my hands and my 
feet that it is I myself. Touch me and see for yourselves; a 
ghost has no flesh and bones as you can see I have.” And as 
he said this he showed them his hands and his feet. Their 
joy was so great that they still could not believe it, as they 
were dumbfounded; so he said to them,  “Have you 
anything here to eat?” And they offered him a piece of 
grilled fish, which he took and ate before their eyes.  

Then Jesus told them,  “This is what I meant when I said, 
while I was still with you, that everything written about me 
in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms, 
was destined to be fulfilled.” He then opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them,  “So it is 
written that the Christ would suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, and that, in his name, repentance for the 



forgiveness of sins would be preached to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.” v 



April 25, 2021         
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
The Acts of the Apostles 4:5-12 

It happened that the rulers, elders and scribes held a 
meeting in Jerusalem with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 
Jonathan, Alexander and all the members of the high-
priestly families.  They made the prisoners stand in the 
middle and began to interrogate them, ‘By what power, and 
by whose name have you men done this?’  Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, addressed them, ‘Rulers of the 
people, and elders!  If you are questioning us today about 
an act of kindness to a cripple and asking us how he was 
healed, you must know, all of you, and the whole people of 
Israel, that it is by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, 
whom you crucified, and God raised from the dead, by this 
name and by no other that this man stands before you 
cured.  This is the stone which you, the builders, rejected 
but which has become the cornerstone. Only in him is there 
salvation; for of all the names in the world given to men, 
this is the only one by which we can be saved.’v 



April 25, 2021         
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
The First Letter of John 3:16–24 

This is the proof of love, that Christ laid down his life for 
us, and we too ought to lay down our lives for our brothers 
and sisters. If those who are well off in worldly possessions 
and sees their brother or sister in need but closes their heart, 
how can the love of God be remaining in them? Children, 
our love must be not just words or mere talk, but something 
active and genuine. This will be the proof that we belong to 
the truth, and it will convince us in God’s presence, even if 
our own feelings condemn us, that that One is greater than 
our feelings and knows all things. My dear friends, if our 
own feelings do not condemn us, we can be fearless before 
God, and whatever we ask we shall receive, because we 
keep the commandments and do what is acceptable to God. 
The commandment is this, that we should believe in the 
name of the Son Jesus Christ and that we should love one 
another as was commanded us. Those who keep the 
commandments remain in God, and God in them. And this 
is the proof that God remains in us: the Spirit that has been 
given us. v 



April 25, 2021         
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 10:11–18 

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd lays down his 
life for his sheep. The hired man, since he is not the 
shepherd and the sheep do not belong to him, abandons the 
sheep as soon as he sees a wolf coming, and runs away, and 
then the wolf attacks and scatters the sheep; he runs away 
because he is only a hired hand and has no concern for the 
sheep.  

I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know 
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and 
I lay down my life for my sheep. And there are other sheep 
I have that are not of this fold, and I must lead these too. 
They too will listen to my voice, and there will be only one 
flock, one shepherd. The Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it 
from me; I lay it down of my own free will, and as I have 
power to lay it down, so I have power to take it up again; 
and this is the command I have received from my Father. v 



May 2, 2021         
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
The Acts of the Apostles 8:26-40 

The angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, ‘Set out at 
noon and go along the road that leads from Jerusalem down 
to Gaza, the desert road.’  So he set off on his journey. Now 
an Ethiopian had been on pilgrimage to Jerusalem; he was a 
eunuch and an officer at the court of the Candice, or queen, 
of Ethiopia; he was her chief treasurer.  He was now on his 
way home; and as he sat in his chariot, he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah.  The Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go up and join 
that chariot.’  When Philip ran up, he heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, ‘Do you understand what you 
are reading?’  He replied, ‘How could I, unless I have 
someone to guide me?’ So he urged Philip to get in and sit 
by his side.  Now the passage of scripture he was reading 
was this: Like a lamb led to the slaughter-house, like a 
sheep dumb in front of its shearers, he never opens his 
mouth.  In his humiliation fair judgment was denied him. 
Who will ever talk about his descendants, since his life on 
earth has been cut short?  

The eunuch addressed Philip and said, ‘Tell me, is the 
prophet referring to himself or someone else?’  Starting, 



therefore, with this text of scripture Philip proceeded to 
explain the good news of Jesus to him.  

Further along the road they came to some water, and the 
eunuch said, ‘Look, here is some water; is there anything to 
prevent my being baptized?’  He ordered the chariot to 
stop, then Philip and the eunuch both went down into the 
water and he baptized him.  But after they had come up out 
of the water again Philip was taken away by the Spirit of 
the Lord, and the eunuch never saw him again but went on 
his way rejoicing.  Philip appeared in Azotus and continued 
his journey, proclaiming the good news in every town as 
far as Caesarea. v 

 



May 2, 2021         
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
The First Letter of John 4:7–21 

My dear friends let us love one another, since love is from 
God and everyone who loves is a child of God and knows 
God. Whoever fails to love does not know God, because 
God is love. This is the revelation of God’s love for us, that 
God sent the only Son into the world that we might have 
life through him. Love consists in this: it is not we who 
loved God, but God loved us and sent the Son to expiate 
our sins.  

My dear friends, if God loved us so much, we too should 
love one another. No one has ever seen God, but as long as 
we love one another God remains in us and God’s love 
comes to its perfection in us. This is the proof that we 
remain in God and God in us, that God has given us a share 
in the Spirit. We ourselves have seen and testify that the 
Father sent the Son as Savior of the world. Those who 
acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in 
them and they in God. We have recognized for ourselves, 
and put our faith in, the love God has for us.  

God is love, and those who remain in love remain in God 
and God in them. Love comes to its perfection in us when 



we can face the Day of Judgment fearlessly, because even 
in this world we have become as God is. In love there is no 
room for fear, but perfect love drives out fear, because fear 
implies punishment and no one who is afraid has come to 
perfection in love. Let us love, then, because God first 
loved us. All who say ‘I love God’ and hate their brother or 
sister, is a liar, since those who do not love the brother or 
sister whom they can see cannot love God whom they have 
not seen. Indeed this is the commandment we have received 
from God, that those who love God, must also love their 
brother and sister. v 

 

May 2, 2021 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 15:1–8 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every 
branch in me that bears no fruit that One cuts away, and 
every branch that does bear fruit is pruned to make it bear 
even more. You are clean already, by means of the word 
that I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I in you. As a 
branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, unless it remains part 
of the vine, neither can you unless you remain in me. I am 



the vine, you are the branches. Those who remain in me, 
with me in them, bear fruit in plenty; for cut off from me 
you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me is 
thrown away like a branch — and withers; these branches 
are collected and thrown on the fire and are burnt. If you 
remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for 
whatever you please and you will get it. It is to the glory of 
my Father that you should bear much fruit and be my 
disciples. v 



May 9, 2021         
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
The Acts of the Apostles 10:44-48 

While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came down 
on all the listeners.  Jewish believers who had accompanied 
Peter were all astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
should be poured out on Gentiles too, since they could hear 
them speaking strange languages and proclaiming the 
greatness of God. Peter himself then said,  ‘Could anyone 
refuse the water of baptism to these people, now they have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’  He then gave 
orders for them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Afterwards they begged him to stay on for some days. v 

 

May 9, 2021         
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
The First Letter of John 5:1–6 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is a child of God, 
and whoever loves the father loves the son. In this way we 
know that we love God’s children, when we love God and 
keep the commandments. This is what the love of God is: 
keeping the commandments. Nor are God’s 
commandments burdensome, because every child of God 



overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world — our faith.  

Who can overcome the world but the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? He it is who came by water and 
blood, Jesus Christ, not with water alone but with water and 
blood, and it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is 
Truth. v 

 

May 9, 2021         
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 15:9–17 

I have loved you just as the Father has loved me. Remain in 
my love. If you keep my commandments you will remain 
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and remain in that love. I have told you this so that my own 
joy may be in you and your joy be complete. This is my 
commandment: love one another, as I have loved you. No 
one can have greater love than to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. You are my friends, if you do what I 
command you. I shall no longer call you servants, because 
a servant does not know the master’s business; I call you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything I 



have learnt from my Father. You did not choose me, no, I 
chose you; and I commissioned you to go out and to bear 
fruit, fruit that will last; so that the Father will give you 
anything you ask in my name. My command to you is to 
love one another. v 



May 16, 2021             
The Seventh Sunday of Easter   
Ascension Sunday 
The Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 
did and taught from the beginning until the day when he 
was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with 
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 
there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what 
you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is 
this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 



took him out of their sight. While he was going and they 
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white 
robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven.” v 

 

May 16, 2021             
The Seventh Sunday of Easter   
Ascension Sunday 
The First Letter of John 5:9-13 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is 
greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has testified 
to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God 
have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that 
God has given concerning his Son. And this is the 
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have 
the Son of God does not have life. 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal 
life. v 



May 16, 2021             
The Seventh Sunday of Easter   
Ascension Sunday 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 17:6-19 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave 
me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to 
me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on 
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 
glorified in them. 

And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 
in your name that you have given me, so that they may be 
one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected 
them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, 
and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be 
lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am 
coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that 



they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have 
given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out 
of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil 
one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have 
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may 
be sanctified in truth. v 

 



May 23, 2021        
The Day of Pentecost - Whitsunday 
The Acts of the Apostles 2:1-21 

When Pentecost day came round, the disciples had all met 
together, when suddenly there came from heaven a sound 
as of a violent wind which filled the entire house in which 
they were sitting; and there appeared to them tongues as of 
fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of 
them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak different languages as the Spirit gave them power to 
express themselves.  

Now there were devout people living in Jerusalem from 
every nation under heaven, and at this sound they all 
assembled, and each one was bewildered to hear these 
speaking their own language. They were amazed and 
astonished. “Surely,” they said, “All these speaking are 
Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears them 
in their own native language? Parthians, Medes and 
Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; residents of 
Rome—Jews and proselytes alike—Cretans and Arabs, we 
hear them preaching in our own language about the marvels 



of God.” Everyone was amazed and perplexed; they asked 
one another what it all meant.  

Some, however, laughed it off. “They have been drinking 
too much new wine,” they said. Then Peter stood up with 
the Eleven and addressed them in a loud voice: “People of 
Judaea, and all you who live in Jerusalem, make no mistake 
about this, but listen carefully to what I say. These are not 
drunk, as you imagine; why, it is only the third hour of the 
day. On the contrary, this is what the prophet was saying: 
‘In the last days, the Lord declares, I shall pour out my 
Spirit on all humanity. Your sons and daughters shall 
prophesy, your young people shall see visions, your old 
people dream dreams. Even on the slaves, men and women, 
shall I pour out my Spirit. I will show portents in the sky 
above and signs on the earth below. The sun will be turned 
into darkness and the moon into blood before the day of the 
Lord comes, that great and terrible Day. And all who call 
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’” v 



May 23, 2021        
The Day of Pentecost - Whitsunday 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans 8:22 - 27 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in 
labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen 
is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope 
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not 
know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 
will of God. v 

 



May 23, 2021        
The Day of Pentecost - Whitsunday 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from 
the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, 
he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because 
you have been with me from the beginning. 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, 
because I was with you. But now I am going to him who 
sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 
But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has 
filled your hearts. 

Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that 
I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when 
he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not 
believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to 
the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, 
because the ruler of this world has been condemned. “I still 
have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 



all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will 
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father 
has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you. v 

 

 

 

 



May 30, 2021       
The First Sunday After Pentecost 
Trinity Sunday 
The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 6:1–8 

In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the HOLY ONE OF 

OLD seated on a high and lofty throne; the train of the 
HOLY ONE filled the sanctuary. Above her stood seraphs, 
each one with six wings: two to cover its face, two to cover 
its feet and two for flying; and they were shouting these 
words to each other: Holy, holy, holy is ELOHIM SABAOTH. 
The doorposts shook at the sound of their shouting, and the 
Temple was full of smoke. Then I said:  !Woe is me! I am 

lost, for I am a person of unclean lips and I live among a 
people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 
Sovereign, ELOHIM SABAOTH." Then one of the seraphs 

flew to me, holding in its hand a live coal which it had 
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. With this it 
touched my mouth and said:  !Look, this has touched your 

lips, your guilt has been removed and your sin forgiven." I 
then heard the voice of the HOLY ONE saying:  !Whom 

shall I send? Who will go for us?" And I said,  !Here am I, 

send me." v 



May 30, 2021       
The First Sunday After Pentecost 
Trinity Sunday 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans 8:12–17 

My brothers and sisters, we have no obligation to human 
nature to be dominated by it. If you do live in that way, you 
are doomed to die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
habits originating in the body, you will have life.  

All who are guided by the Spirit of God are children of 
God; for what you received was not the spirit of slavery to 
bring you back into fear; you received the Spirit of 
adoption, enabling us to cry out,  “Abba, Father!” The 
Spirit herself joins with our spirit to bear witness that we 
are children of God. And if we are children, then we are 
heirs, heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, provided 
that we share his suffering, so as to share his glory. v 

 

 

 



May 30, 2021       
The First Sunday After Pentecost 
Trinity Sunday 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 3: 1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of 
the people in Jerusalem. He came to Jesus by night and said 
to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do 
apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 
Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 
What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You 
must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to 
him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are 
you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 



things? “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know 
and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 
testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you 
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except 
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And 
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did 
not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him. v 

 



June 6, 2021       
The Second Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 5 
The First Book of Samuel 8:14-11, 16-20 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to 
Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, “You are old and your 
sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a 
king to govern us, like other nations.” But the thing 
displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to 
govern us.”  

Samuel prayed to the HOLY ONE OF OLD, and the HOLY 

ONE said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in 
all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but 
they have rejected me from being king over them. Just as 
they have done to me, from the day I brought them up out 
of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, 
so also they are doing to you. Now then, listen to their 
voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show 
them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.”   

So Samuel reported all the words of the HOLY ONE to the 
people who were asking him for a king. He said, “These 
will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he 
will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to 
be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; He will 



take your male and female slaves, and the best of your 
cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take 
one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. And 
in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom 
you have chosen for yourselves; but the HOLY ONE OF OLD 
will not answer you in that day."  

But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they 
said, “No! But we are determined to have a king over us, so 
that we also may be like other nations, and that our king 
may govern us and go out before us and fight our 
battles.”v 

 

June 6, 2021       
The Second Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 5 
Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 4:13 - 5:1 

But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in 
accordance with scripture—”I believed, and so I spoke” —
we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the 
one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, 
and will bring us with you into his presence. Yes, 
everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to 
more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the 
glory of God. So we do not lose heart. Even though our 



outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being 
renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is 
preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at 
what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but 
what cannot be seen is eternal.  

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, 
we have a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. v 

 
June 6, 2021       
The Second Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 5 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
Mark 3:20 – 35 

The crowd came together again, so that they could not even 
eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, 
for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 
And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He 
has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out 
demons.” And he called them to him, and spoke to them in 
parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is 
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a 
house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to 



stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is 
divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one 
can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property 
without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house 
can be plundered.  

“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and 
whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is 
guilty of an eternal sin”— for they had said, “He has an 
unclean spirit.”  

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing 
outside, they sent to him and called him. A crowd was 
sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and 
your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And 
he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And 
looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is 
my brother and sister and mother.” v 

 
 



June 13, 2021 
The Third Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 6 
The First Book of Samuel 15:34–16:13 

Samuel left for Ramah, and Saul went up home to Gibeah 
of Saul.  Samuel did not see Saul again till his dying day. 
Samuel indeed mourned over Saul, but the HOLY ONE OF 

OLD regretted having made Saul king of Israel.  The HOLY 

ONE said to Samuel, ‘How much longer do you mean to go 
on mourning over Saul, now that I myself have rejected 
him as ruler of Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go. I am 
sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have found myself 
a king from among his sons.’  Samuel replied, ‘How can I 
go? When Saul hears of it he will kill me.’ The HOLY ONE 
then said, ‘Take a heifer with you and say, “I have come to 
sacrifice to the HOLY ONE."  Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 

and I shall reveal to you what you must do; and you will 
anoint for me the one I indicate to you.’   

Samuel did what the HOLY ONE OF OLD ordered and went 
to Bethlehem. The elders of the town came trembling to 
meet him and asked, ‘Seer, is your coming favorable for 
us,’  ‘Yes,’ he replied. ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 
HOLY ONE. Purify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.’ He purified Jesse and his sons and invited them 
to the sacrifice.  When they arrived, he looked at Eliab and 



thought, ‘This must be the HOLY ONE’S anointed now 
before him,# but the HOLY ONE said to Samuel, ‘Take no 

notice of his appearance or his height, for I have rejected 
him; God does not see as human beings see; they look at 
appearances but the HOLY ONE looks at the heart.’  Jesse 
then called Abinadab and presented him to Samuel, who 
said, $The HOLY ONE has not chosen this one either.’  Jesse 

then presented Shammah, but Samuel said, $The HOLY ONE 

has not chosen this one either.’  Jesse thus presented seven 
of his sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The HOLY 

ONE has not chosen these.’  He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these 
all the sons you have?’ Jesse replied, ‘There is still one left, 
the youngest; he is looking after the sheep.’ Samuel then 
said to Jesse, ‘Send for him, for we shall not sit down to eat 
until he arrives.’  Jesse had him sent for; he had ruddy 
cheeks, with fine eyes and an attractive appearance. The 
HOLY ONE said, ‘Get up and anoint him: he is the one!’  At 
this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him, 
surrounded by his brothers; and the spirit of the HOLY ONE 
seized on David from that day onwards. Samuel, for his 
part, set off and went to Ramah. v 



June 13, 2021 
The Third Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 6 
Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 5:6-17 

We are always full of confidence, then, realizing that as 
long as we are at home in the body we are exiled from the 
Lord, guided by faith and not yet by sight; we are full of 
confidence, then, and long instead to be exiled from the 
body and to be at home with the Lord.  And so whether at 
home or exiled, we make it our ambition to please him.  For 
at the judgment seat of Christ we are all to be seen for what 
we are, so that each of us may receive what he has deserved 
in the body, matched to whatever he has done, good or bad.  

And so it is with the fear of the Lord always in mind that 
we try to win people over. But God sees us for what we are, 
and I hope your consciences do too.  Again we are saying 
this not to commend ourselves to you, but simply to give 
you the opportunity to take pride in us, so that you may 
have an answer for those who take pride in appearances and 
not inner reality.  If we have been unreasonable, it was for 
God; if reasonable, for you.  For the love of Christ 
overwhelms us when we consider that if one man died for 
all, then all have died; his purpose in dying for all humanity 
was that those who live should live not any more for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised to life.  



From now onwards, then, we will not consider anyone by 
human standards: even if we were once familiar with Christ 
according to human standards, we do not know him in that 
way any longer.  So for anyone who is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: the old order is gone and a new being is there 
to see. v 

 

June 13, 2021 
The Third Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 6 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus said to the disciples,  ‘This is what the kingdom of 
God is like. A man scatters seed on the land.  Night and 
day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is 
sprouting and growing; how, he does not know.  Of its own 
accord the land produces first the shoot, then the ear, then 
the full grain in the ear.  And when the crop is ready, at 
once he starts to reap because the harvest has come.’  

He also said, ‘What can we say that the kingdom is like? 
What parable can we find for it?  It is like a mustard seed 
which, at the time of its sowing, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth.  Yet once it is sown it grows into the biggest 



shrub of them all and puts out big branches so that the birds 
of the air can shelter in its shade.’  

Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to them, 
so far as they were capable of understanding it.  He would 
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 
everything to his disciples when they were by 
themselves.v 



June 20, 2021 

The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 7 
The First Book of Samuel 17:32-49 

David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; 
your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” Saul 
said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine 
to fight with him; for you are just a boy, and he has been a 
warrior from his youth.” But David said to Saul, “Your 
servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a 
lion or a bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, I went 
after it and struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its 
mouth; and if it turned against me, I would catch it by the 
jaw, strike it down, and kill it. Your servant has killed both 
lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be 
like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the 
living God.” David said, “The HOLY ONE OF OLD, who 
saved me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the 
bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.” So Saul 
said to David, “Go, and may the HOLY ONE be with you!” 
Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet 
on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail. David 
strapped Saul’s sword over the armor, and he tried in vain 
to walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to 
Saul, “I cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them.” 



So David removed them. Then he took his staff in his hand, 
and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and put them 
in his shepherd’s bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his 
hand, and he drew near to the Philistine. 

 The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his 
shield-bearer in front of him. When the Philistine looked 
and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth, 
ruddy and handsome in appearance. The Philistine said to 
David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And 
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. The Philistine said 
to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the 
birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field.” But 
David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword 
and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the name of 
ELOHIM SABAOTH, the God of the armies of Israel, whom 
you have defied. This very day the HOLY ONE will deliver 
you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off 
your head; and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine 
army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild 
animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that 
there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly may 
know that the HOLY ONE does not save by sword and spear; 
for the battle is the HOLY ONE#s and she will give you into 

our hand.” 



When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran 
quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. David 
put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck 
the Philistine on his forehead; the stone sank into his 
forehead, and he fell face down on the ground.v 

 
June 20, 2021 

The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 7 
Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:1–13 

As God’s fellow-workers, we urge you not to let your 
acceptance of God’s grace come to nothing. As the Lord 
said,  “At the time of my favor I have answered you; on the 
day of salvation I have helped you.” Well, now is the real 
time of favor, now the day of salvation is here.  

We avoid putting obstacles in anyone’s way, so that no 
blame may attach to our work of service; but in everything 
we prove ourselves authentic servants of God; by resolute 
perseverance in times of hardships, difficulties and distress; 
when we are flogged or sent to prison or mobbed; laboring, 
sleepless, starving; in purity, in knowledge, in patience, in 
kindness; in the Holy Spirit, in a love free of affectation; in 
the word of truth and in the power of God; by using the 
weapons of uprightness for attack and for defense: in times 



of honor or disgrace, blame or praise; taken for impostors 
and yet we are genuine; unknown and yet we are 
acknowledged; dying, and yet here we are, alive; scourged 
but not executed; in pain yet always full of joy; poor and 
yet making many people rich; having nothing, and yet 
owning everything.  

People of Corinth, we have spoken frankly and opened our 
heart to you. Any distress you feel is not on our side; the 
distress is in your own selves. In fair exchange — I speak 
as though to children of mine — you must open your hearts 
too. v 

 

June 20, 2021 

The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 7 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 4:35–41 

With the coming of evening, Jesus said to the disciples,  
“Let us cross over to the other side.” And leaving the crowd 
behind they took him, just as he was, in the boat; and there 
were other boats with him. Then it began to blow a great 
gale and the waves were breaking into the boat so that it 
was almost swamped. But Jesus was in the stern, his head 
on the cushion, asleep. They woke him and said to him,  



“Master, do you not care? We are lost!” And he woke up 
and rebuked the wind and said to the sea,  “Quiet now! Be 
calm!” And the wind dropped, and there followed a great 
calm.  

Then Jesus said to them,  “Why are you so frightened? 
Have you still no faith?” They were overcome with awe 
and said to one another,  “Who can this be? Even the wind 
and the sea obey him.” v 



June 27, 2021 
The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 8 
The Second Book of Samuel 1:1, 17–27 

Saul was dead and David, returning after his victory over 
the Amalekites, had been at Ziklag for two days. David 
sang the following lament over Saul and his son Jonathan 
(this lament is for teaching archery to the children of Judah; 
it is written in the Book of the Just):  

!Does the splendor of Israel lie dead on your heights? How 

did the heroes fall? Do not speak of it in Gath, nor 
broadcast it in the streets of Ashkelon, for fear the 
daughters of the Philistines rejoice, for fear the daughters of 
the uncircumcised gloat. You mountains of Gilboa, no dew, 
no rain fall on you, O treacherous fields where the heroes# 
shield lies dishonored! Not greased with oil, the shield of 
Saul, but with the blood of wounded men, the fat of 
warriors! The bow of Jonathan never turned back, the 
sword of Saul never came home unsated! Saul and 
Jonathan, beloved and handsome, were divided neither in 
life, nor in death. Swifter than eagles were they, stronger 
than lions.  



O daughters of Israel, weep for Saul who gave you scarlet 
and fine linen to wear, who pinned golden jewelry on your 
dresses! How did the heroes fall in the thick of the battle?  

!Jonathan, by your dying I too am stricken, I am desolate 

for you, Jonathan my brother. Very dear you were to me, 
your love more wonderful to me than the love of a woman. 
How did the heroes fall and the weapons of war succumb!" 
v 

 

June 27, 2021 
The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 8 
Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 8:7–15 

As you are rich in everything — faith, eloquence, 
understanding, concern for everything, and love for us too 
— then make sure that you excel in the work of generosity, 
too. I am not saying this as an order, but testing the 
genuineness of your love against the concern of others.  

You are well aware of the generosity which our Lord Jesus 
Christ had, that, although he was rich, he became poor for 
your sake, so that you should become rich through his 
poverty.  



I will give you my considered opinion in the matter; this 
will be the right course for you as you were the first, a year 
ago, not only to take any action but also even to conceive 
the project. Now, then, complete the action as well, so that 
the fulfillment may — so far as your resources permit — be 
proportionate to your enthusiasm for the project.  

As long as the enthusiasm is there, the basis on which it is 
acceptable is what someone has, not what someone does 
not have. It is not that you ought to relieve other people’s 
needs and leave yourselves in hardship; but there should be 
a fair balance — your surplus at present may fill their 
deficit, and another time their surplus may fill your deficit. 
So there may be a fair balance; as scripture says: No one 
who had collected more had too much, no one who 
collected less had too little. v  

 
June 27, 2021 
The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 8 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 5:21–43 

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, 
a large crowd gathered round him and he stayed by the 
lake. Then the president of the synagogue came up, named 



Jairus, and seeing him, fell at his feet and begged him 
earnestly, saying,  “My little daughter is desperately sick. 
Do come and lay your hands on her that she may be saved 
and may live.” Jesus went with him and a large crowd 
followed him; they were pressing all round him.  

Now there was a woman who had suffered from a 
hemorrhage for twelve years; after long and painful 
treatment under various doctors, she had spent all she had 
without being any the better for it; in fact, she was getting 
worse. She had heard about Jesus, and she came up through 
the crowd and touched his cloak from behind, thinking,  “If 
I can just touch his clothes, I shall be saved.” And at once 
the source of the bleeding dried up, and she felt in herself 
that she was cured of her complaint.  

And at once aware of the power that had gone out from 
him, Jesus turned round in the crowd and said,  “Who 
touched my clothes?” His disciples said to him, “You see 
how the crowd is pressing round you; how can you ask,  
‘Who touched me?’” But he continued to look all round to 
see who had done it. Then the woman came forward, 
frightened and trembling because she knew what had 
happened to her, and she fell at his feet and told him the 
whole truth. “My daughter,” he said, “your faith has 



restored you to health; go in peace and be free of your 
complaint.” 

While Jesus was still speaking some people arrived from 
the house of the president of the synagogue to say,  “Your 
daughter is dead; why put the Master to any further 
trouble?” But Jesus overheard what they said and he said to 
the president of the synagogue,  “Do not be afraid; only 
have faith.” And he allowed no one to go with him except 
Peter and James and John the brother of James. So they 
came to the house of the president of the synagogue, and 
Jesus noticed all the commotion, with people weeping and 
wailing unrestrainedly. He went in and said to them,  “Why 
all this commotion and crying? The child is not dead, but 
asleep.” But they ridiculed him.  

So he turned them all out and, taking with him the child’s 
father and mother and his own companions, he went into 
the place where the child lay. And taking the child by the 
hand he said to her, “Talitha kum!” which means,  “Little 
girl, I tell you to get up.” The little girl got up at once and 
began to walk about, for she was twelve years old. At once 
they were overcome with astonishment, and he gave them 
strict orders not to let anyone know about it, and told them 
to give her something to eat. v 



July 4, 2021 

The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 9 
The Second Book of Samuel 5:1–5, 9–10 

All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said,  
!Look, we are your own flesh and bone. In days past when 

Saul was our king, it was you who led Israel on its 
campaigns, and to you it was that the HOLY ONE OF OLD 
promised,  $You are to shepherd my people Israel and be 

leader of Israel.#" So all the elders of Israel came to the king 

at Hebron, and King David made a pact with them in the 
HOLY ONE#s presence at Hebron, and they anointed David 

as king of Israel.  

David was thirty years old when he became king, and he 
reigned for forty years. In Hebron he reigned over Judah 
for seven years and six months; then he reigned in 
Jerusalem over all Israel and Judah for thirty-three years. 
David went to live in the citadel and called it the City of 
David. David then built a wall round it, from the Millo 
inwards. David grew stronger and stronger, and the GOD OF 

HOSTS, was with him. v 

 



July 4, 2021 

The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 9 
Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 12:2–10 

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago — still in 
the body? I do not know; or out of the body? I do not know, 
God knows — was caught up right into the third heaven. 
And I know that this man — still in the body? or outside 
the body? I do not know, God knows — was caught up into 
paradise and heard words said that cannot and may not be 
spoken by any human being. On behalf of someone like 
that I am willing to boast, but I am not going to boast on 
my own behalf except of my weaknesses; and then, if I do 
choose to boast I shall not be talking like a fool because I 
shall be speaking the truth. But I will not go on in case 
people should rate me higher than they see and hear me to 
be, because of the exceptional greatness of the revelations.  

Wherefore, so that I should not get above myself, I was 
given a thorn in the flesh, a messenger from Satan to batter 
me and prevent me from getting above myself.  

About this, I have three times pleaded with the Lord that it 
might leave me; but I have been answered,  “My grace is 
enough for you: for power is at full stretch in weakness.” It 
is, then, about my weaknesses that I am happiest of all to 



boast, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me; and 
that is why I am glad of weaknesses, insults, constraints, 
persecutions and distress for Christ’s sake. For it is when I 
am weak that I am strong. v 

 

July 4, 2021 

The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 9 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 6:1–13 

Jesus went to his hometown, and his disciples accompanied 
him. With the coming of the Sabbath he began teaching in 
the synagogue, and most of them were astonished when 
they heard him. They said,  “Where did the man get all 
this? What is this wisdom that has been granted him, and 
these miracles that are worked through him? This is the 
carpenter, surely, the son of Mary, the brother of James and 
Joseph and Jude and Simon? His sisters, too, are they not 
here with us?” And they would not accept him. And Jesus 
said to them,  “A prophet is despised only in his own 
country, among his own relations and in his own house,” 
and he could work no miracle there, except that he cured a 
few sick people by laying his hands on them. He was 
amazed at their lack of faith. 



 

Jesus made a tour around the villages, teaching. Then he 
summoned the Twelve and began to send them out in pairs, 
giving them authority over unclean spirits.  

And he instructed them to take nothing for the journey 
except a staff — no bread, no haversack, no coppers for 
their purses. They were to wear sandals but, he added,  
“Don’t take a spare tunic.” And he said to them,  “If you 
enter a house anywhere, stay there until you leave the 
district. And if any place does not welcome you and people 
refuse to listen to you, as you walk away shake off the dust 
under your feet as evidence to them.” So they set off to 
proclaim repentance; and they cast out many devils, and 
anointed many sick people with oil and cured them. v 



July 11, 2021 
The Seventh Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 10 
The Second Book of Samuel 6:1–5, 12b–19 

David mustered all the picked troops of Israel, thirty 
thousand men. Setting off with the whole force then with 
him, David went to Baalah of Judah, from there to bring up 
the ark of God, which bears the title “ELOHIM SABAOTH, 
enthroned on the winged creatures.” They transported the 
ark of God on a new cart and brought it out of Abinadab’s 
house which is on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of 
Abinadab, drove the cart, Uzzah walked alongside the ark 
of God and Ahio went in front. David and the whole House 
of Israel danced before the HOLY ONE OF OLD with all their 
might, singing to the accompaniment of harps, lyres, 
tambourines, sistrums and cymbals.  

King David was informed that the HOLY ONE had blessed 
Obed-Edom’s family and everything belonging to him on 
account of the ark of God. David accordingly went and, 
amid great rejoicing, brought the ark of God up from Obed-
Edom’s house to the City of David.  

When the bearers of the ark of the HOLY ONE had gone six 
paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fat sheep. And David 
danced whirling round before the HOLY ONE with all his 



might, wearing a linen loincloth. Thus with war cries and 
blasts on the horn, David and the entire House of Israel 
brought up the ark of the HOLY ONE.  

Now as the ark of the HOLY ONE entered the City of David, 
Michal daughter of Saul and wife of David was watching 
from the window, and when she saw King David leaping 
and whirling round before the HOLY ONE, the sight of him 
filled her with contempt. They brought the ark of the HOLY 

ONE in and put it in position, inside the tent which David 
had erected for it; and David presented burnt offerings and 
communion sacrifices in the HOLY ONE#s presence. And 
when David had finished presenting burnt offerings, he 
blessed the people in the name of ELOHIM SABAOTH. To all 
the people, to the whole multitude of Israelites, men and 
women, he then distributed to each a loaf of bread, a 
portion of dates and a raisin cake. Then the people all went 
back to their homes. v 

  
July 11, 2021 
The Seventh Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 10 
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 1:3–14 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in 
Christ. Thus God chose us in Christ before the world was 



made to be holy and faultless before God in love, marking 
us out beforehand, to be adopted children, through Jesus 
Christ. Such was God’s purpose and good pleasure, to the 
praise of the glory of grace, the free gift to us in the 
Beloved, in whom, through his blood, we gain our freedom, 
the forgiveness of our sins.  

Such is the richness of the grace which God has showered 
on us in all wisdom and insight. That One has let us know 
the mystery of divine purpose, according to the good 
pleasure which was determined beforehand in Christ, for 
God to act upon when the times had run their course: that 
everything would be brought together under Christ, as 
head, everything in the heavens and everything on earth.  

And it is in Christ that we have received our heritage, 
marked out beforehand as we were, under the plan of God 
who guides all things as is decided by her own will, chosen 
to be, for the praise of glory, the people who would put 
their hopes in Christ before he came. Now you too, in him, 
have heard the message of the truth and the gospel of your 
salvation, and having put your trust in it you have been 
stamped with the seal of the Holy Spirit of the promise, 
who is the pledge of our inheritance, for the freedom of the 
people whom God has taken, for the praise of glory. v 



July 11, 2021 
The Seventh Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 10 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 6:14–29 

King Herod had heard about Jesus, since by now his name 
was well known. Some were saying,  “John the Baptist has 
risen from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are 
at work in him.” Others said,  “He is Elijah,” others again, 
“He is a prophet, like the prophets we used to have.” But 
when Herod heard this he said,  “It is John whose head I cut 
off; he has risen from the dead.” 

Now it was this same Herod who had sent to have John 
arrested, and had had him chained up in prison because of 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife whom he had married. 
For John had told Herod,  “It is against the law for you to 
have your brother’s wife.” As for Herodias, she was furious 
with him and wanted to kill him, but she was not able to do 
so, because Herod was in awe of John, knowing him to be a 
good and upright man, and gave him his protection. When 
he had heard him speak he was greatly perplexed, and yet 
he liked to listen to him.  

An opportunity came on Herod’s birthday when he gave a 
banquet for the nobles of his court, for his army officers 



and for the leading figures in Galilee. When the daughter of 
this same Herodias came in and danced, she delighted 
Herod and his guests; so the king said to the girl,  “Ask me 
anything you like and I will give it you.” And he swore her 
an oath,  “I will give you anything you ask, even half my 
kingdom.” She went out and said to her mother,  “What 
shall I ask for?” She replied,  “The head of John the 
Baptist.” The girl at once rushed back to the king and made 
her request,  “I want you to give me John the Baptist’s 
head, immediately, on a dish.”  

The king was deeply distressed but, thinking of the oaths he 
had sworn and of his guests, he was reluctant to break his 
word to her. At once the king sent one of the bodyguard 
with orders to bring John’s head. The man went off and 
beheaded him in the prison; then he brought the head on a 
dish and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her 
mother. When John’s disciples heard about this, they came 
and took his body and laid it in a tomb. v 



July 18, 2021 
The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 11 
The Second Book of Samuel 7:1–14a 

Once King David had settled into his palace and the HOLY 

ONE OF OLD had granted him rest from all the enemies 
surrounding him, the king said to the prophet Nathan,  
“Look, I am living in a cedar-wood palace, while the ark of 
God is under awnings.” Nathan said to the king,  “Go and 
do whatever you have in mind, for the HOLY ONE is with 
you." 

But that very night, the word of the Holy One came to 
Nathan: “Go and tell my servant David,  $The HOLY ONE 

says this: Are you to build me a temple for me to live in? I 
have never lived in a house from the day when I brought 
the Israelites out of Egypt until today, but have kept 
travelling with a tent for shelter. In all my travels with all 
the Israelites, did I say to any of the judges of Israel, whom 
I had commanded to shepherd my people Israel: Why do 
you not build me a cedar-wood temple?’  

“This is what you must say to my servant David,  $ELOHIM 

SABAOTH says this: I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep, to be leader of my people Israel; I 
have been with you wherever you went; I have got rid of all 



your enemies for you. I am going to make your fame as 
great as the fame of the greatest on earth. I am going to 
provide a place for my people Israel; I shall plant them 
there, and there they will live and never be disturbed again; 
nor will they be oppressed by the wicked any more, as they 
were in former times ever since the time when I instituted 
judges to govern my people Israel; and I shall grant you 
rest from all your enemies. The HOLY ONE furthermore 
tells you, I will make you a dynasty. And when your days 
are over and you fall asleep with your ancestors, I shall 
appoint your heir, your own son to succeed you. (I shall 
make his sovereignty secure. He will build a temple for my 
name.) And I shall make his royal throne secure forever. I 
shall be a father to him and he a son to me.#" v 

 

July 18, 2021 
The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 11 
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 2:11–22 

Do not forget that there was a time when you who were 
Gentiles by physical descent— termed the uncircumcised 
by those who speak of themselves as the circumcised by 
reason of a physical operation—do not forget, I say, that 
you were at that time separate from Christ and excluded 



from membership of Israel, aliens with no part in the 
covenants of the promise, limited to this world, without 
hope and without God. But now in Christ Jesus, you that 
used to be so far off have been brought close, by the blood 
of Christ. For he is the peace between us, and has made the 
two into one entity and broken down the barrier which used 
to keep them apart, by destroying in his own person the 
hostility, that is, the Law of commandments with its 
decrees.  

His purpose in this was, by restoring peace, to create a 
single New Human out of the two of them, and through the 
cross, to reconcile them both to God in one Body; in his 
own person he killed the hostility. He came to bring the 
good news of peace to you who were far off and peace to 
those who were near. Through him, then, we both in the 
one Spirit have free access to the Father.  

So you are no longer aliens or foreign visitors; you are 
fellow-citizens with the holy people of God and part of 
God’s household. You are built upon the foundations of the 
apostles and prophets, and Christ Jesus himself is the 
cornerstone. Every structure knit together in him grows into 
a holy temple in the Lord; and you too, in him, are being 
built up into a dwelling-place of God in the Spirit. v 



July 18, 2021 
The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost - Proper 11 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 6:30-34; 53-56 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that 
they had done and taught. He said to them, “Come away to 
a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For 
many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even 
to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place 
by themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized 
them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and 
arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them 
many things.  

When they had crossed over, they came to land at 
Gennesaret and moored the boat. When they got out of the 
boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that 
whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to 
wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went, into 
villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the 
marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even 
the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were 
healed.v 



July 25, 2021 
The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 12 
The Second Book of Samuel 11:1-15 

At the turn of the year, at the time when kings go 
campaigning, David sent Joab and with him his guards and 
all Israel. David, however, remained in Jerusalem.  

It happened towards evening when David had got up from 
resting and was strolling on the palace roof, that from the 
roof he saw a woman bathing; the woman was very 
beautiful.  David made enquiries about this woman and was 
told, ‘Why, that is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam and wife of 
Uriah the Hittite.’  David then sent messengers to fetch her. 
She came to him, and he lay with her, just after she had 
purified herself from her period. She then went home again.  
The woman conceived and sent word to David, ‘I am 
pregnant.’  

David then sent word to Joab, ‘Send me Uriah the Hittite,’ 
whereupon Joab sent Uriah to David.  When Uriah reached 
him, David asked how Joab was and how the army was and 
how the war was going.  David then said to Uriah, ‘Go 
down to your house and wash your feet.’ Uriah left the 
palace and was followed by a present from the king’s table.  



Uriah, however, slept at the palace gate with all his 
master’s bodyguard and did not go down to his house.  

This was reported to David; ‘Uriah’, they said ‘has not 
gone down to his house.’ So David asked Uriah, ‘Haven’t 
you just arrived from the journey? Why didn’t you go down 
to your house?’  To which Uriah replied, ‘The ark, Israel 
and Judah are lodged in huts; my master Joab and my 
lord’s guards are camping in the open. Am I to go to my 
house, then, and eat and drink and sleep with my wife? As 
the HOLY ONE OF OLD lives, and as you yourself live, I 
shall do no such thing!’  David then said to Uriah, ‘Stay on 
here today; tomorrow I shall send you off.’ So Uriah stayed 
that day in Jerusalem.  The next day, David invited him to 
eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk. In the 
evening, Uriah went out and bedded down with his 
master’s bodyguard, but did not go down to his house.  

Next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by 
Uriah.  In the letter he wrote, ‘Put Uriah out in front where 
the fighting is fiercest and then fall back, so that he gets 
wounded and killed.’ v  



July 25, 2021 
The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 12 
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 3:14-21 

I pray, kneeling before the Father, from whom every 
fatherhood, in heaven or on earth, takes its name.  In the 
abundance of his glory may he, through his Spirit, enable 
you to grow firm in power with regard to your inner self, so 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith, and then, 
planted in love and built on love, with all God’s holy 
people you will have the strength to grasp the breadth and 
the length, the height and the depth; so that, knowing the 
love of Christ, which is beyond knowledge, you may be 
filled with the utter fullness of God.  

Glory be to him whose power, working in us, can do 
infinitely more than we can ask or imagine; glory be to him 
from generation to generation in the Church and in Christ 
Jesus forever and ever. Amen. v 

  



July 25, 2021 
The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 12 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 6:1-21 

Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee—or of Tiberias— and a 
large crowd followed him, impressed by the signs he had 
done in curing the sick.  Jesus climbed the hillside and sat 
down there with his disciples.  The time of the Passover 
was near.  

Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching and said to 
Philip, ‘Where can we buy some bread for these people to 
eat?’  He said this only to put Philip to the test; he himself 
knew exactly what he was going to do.  Philip answered, 
‘Two hundred denarii would not buy enough to give them a 
little piece each.’  One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, said,  ‘Here is a small boy with five barley 
loaves and two fish; but what is that among so many?’  
Jesus said to them, ‘Make the people sit down.’ There was 
plenty of grass there, and as many as five thousand 
followers sat down.  Then Jesus took the loaves, gave 
thanks, and distributed them to those who were sitting 
there; he then did the same with the fish, distributing as 
much as they wanted.  When they had eaten enough he said 
to the disciples, ‘Pick up the pieces left over, so that 



nothing is wasted.’  So they picked them up and filled 
twelve large baskets with scraps left over from the meal of 
five barley loaves.  Seeing the sign that he had done, the 
people said, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into 
the world.’  Jesus, as he realized they were about to come 
and take him by force and make him king, fled back to the 
hills alone.  

That evening the disciples went down to the shore of the 
sea and got into a boat to for Capernaum on the other side 
of the sea. It was getting dark by now and Jesus had still 
not rejoined them.  The wind was strong, and the sea was 
getting rough.  They had rowed three or four miles when 
they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming towards the 
boat. They were afraid, but he said, ‘It’s me. Don’t be 
afraid.’  They were ready to take him into the boat, and 
immediately it reached the shore at the place they were 
making for. v 

 

 



August 1, 2021       

The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 13 
The Second Book of Samuel 11:26-12:15   

When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, 
she made lamentation for him. When the mourning was 
over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she 
became his wife, and bore him a son. But the thing that 
David had done displeased the Lord, and the Lord sent 
Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, “There 
were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other 
poor. The rich man had very many flocks and herds; but the 
poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with him and 
with his children; it used to eat of his meager fare, and 
drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a 
daughter to him. Now there came a traveler to the rich man, 
and he was loath to take one of his own flock or herd to 
prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took 
the poor man’s lamb, and prepared that for the guest who 
had come to him.”  

Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. 
He said to Nathan, “As the HOLY ONE lives, the man who 
has done this deserves to die; he shall restore the lamb 
fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no 
pity.”  



Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the 
Lord, the God of Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and 
I rescued you from the hand of Saul; I gave you your 
master’s house, and your master’s wives into your bosom, 
and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that 
had been too little, I would have added as much more. Why 
have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil 
in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with 
the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and 
have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now 
therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, for 
you have despised me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your wife. Thus says the Lord: I will raise up 
trouble against you from within your own house; and I will 
take your wives before your eyes, and give them to your 
neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of 
this very sun. For you did it secretly; but I will do this thing 
before all Israel, and before the sun.”  

David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 
Nathan said to David, “Now the Lord has put away your 
sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, because by this deed 
you have utterly scorned the Lord, the child that is born to 
you shall die.” v 

 



August 1, 2021       

The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 13 
The Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 4:1-16 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with 
all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your 
calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
But each of us was given grace according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on 
high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his 
people.” (When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean 
but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the 
earth? He who descended is the same one who ascended far 
above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) The 
gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, 
to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no 



longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by 
every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their 
craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in 
love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and 
knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, 
as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s 
growth in building itself up in love. v 

 

August 1, 2021       

The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 13 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 6:24-35 

So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples 
were there, they themselves got into the boats and went to 
Capernaum looking for Jesus. When they found him on the 
other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did 
you come here?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell 
you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the 
food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal 
life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him 
that God the Father has set his seal.” 



Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the 
works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of 
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they 
said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so 
that we may see it and believe you? What work are you 
performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; 
as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 
Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not 
Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my 
Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the 
bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this 
bread always.” Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. 
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty. v 

 



August 8, 2021       

The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 14 
The Second Book of Samuel 18:5-33 

The king ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal 
gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.” And all 
the people heard when the king gave orders to all the 
commanders concerning Absalom. So the army went out 
into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the 
forest of Ephraim. The men of Israel were defeated there by 
the servants of David, and the slaughter there was great on 
that day, twenty thousand men. The battle spread over the 
face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims 
that day than the sword. 

Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom 
was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick 
branches of a great oak. His head caught fast in the oak, 
and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while 
the mule that was under him went on. And ten young men, 
Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, 
and killed him.  

Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings 
for my lord the king! For the HOLY ONE has vindicated you 
this day, delivering you from the power of all who rose up 



against you.” The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with 
the young man Absalom?” The Cushite answered, “May 
the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do 
you harm, be like that young man.” The king was deeply 
moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and 
wept; and as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my 
son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O 
Absalom, my son, my son!” v 

 

August 8, 2021       

The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 14 
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth 
to our neighbors, for we are members of one another. Be 
angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 
anger, and do not make room for the devil. Thieves must 
give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly 
with their own hands, so as to have something to share with 
the needy. Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but 
only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that 
your words may give grace to those who hear. And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked 
with a seal for the day of redemption. Put away from you 



all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and 
slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ has forgiven you. 

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live 
in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. v 

 

August 8, 2021       

The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 14 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 6:35-51 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes 
to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me 
will never be thirsty. Then the Galileans began to complain 
about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down 
from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son 
of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he 
now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” Jesus 
answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No 
one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent 
me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is 
written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by 



God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father 
comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except 
the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very 
truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the 
bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes 
down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I 
am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever 
eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will 
give for the life of the world is my flesh.” v 

 

 



August 15, 2021       

The Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 15 
The First Book of Kings 2:10-12,3:3-14 

David fell asleep with his ancestors and was buried in the 
City of David. David was king of Israel for a period of 
forty years: he reigned at Hebron for seven years, and in 
Jerusalem for thirty-three. Solomon then sat on the throne 
of David, and his sovereignty was securely established.  

Solomon loved the HOLY ONE OF OLD: he followed the 
precepts of his father David, except that he offered sacrifice 
and incense on the high places. The king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there, since that was the principal high place % 

Solomon presented a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.  

At Gibeon the HOLY ONE appeared to Solomon in a dream 
during the night. God said,  “Ask what you would like me 
to give you.” Solomon replied,  “You showed most faithful 
love to your servant David, my father, when he lived his 
life before you in faithfulness and uprightness and integrity 
of heart; you have continued this most faithful love to him 
by allowing a son of his to sit on his throne today. Now, my 
God, you have made your servant king in succession to 
David my father. But I am a very young man, unskilled in 



leadership. And here is your servant, surrounded with your 
people whom you have chosen, a people so numerous that 
its number cannot be counted or reckoned. So give your 
servant a heart to understand how to govern your people, 
how to discern between good and evil, for how could one 
otherwise govern such a great people as yours?"  

It pleased the HOLY ONE that Solomon should have asked 
for this.  “Since you have asked for this,” God said,  “and 
not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the lives of 
your enemies but have asked for a discerning judgment for 
yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I give you a 
heart wise and shrewd as no one has had before and no one 
will have after you. What you have not asked I shall give 
you too: such riches and glory as no other king can match. 
And I shall give you a long life, if you follow my ways, 
keeping my laws and commandments, as your father David 
followed them.” v 

 



August 15, 2021       

The Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 15 
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 5:15-20 

Be very careful about the sort of lives you lead, like 
intelligent and not like senseless people. Make the best of 
the present time, for it is a wicked age. This is why you 
must not be thoughtless, but must recognize what is the will 
of the Lord. Do not get drunk with wine. This is simply 
dissipation; be filled with the Spirit. Sing psalms and 
hymns and inspired songs among yourselves, singing and 
chanting to the Lord in your hearts, always and everywhere 
giving thanks to God who is our Father in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. v  

 
August 15, 2021       
The Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 15 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 6:51-58 

Jesus said, “I am the living bread which has come down 
from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, for the life of the 
world.” Then the religious authorities started arguing 
among themselves,  “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?”  



Jesus replied to them: “In all truth I tell you, if you do not 
eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you 
have no life in you. Anyone who does eat my flesh and 
drink my blood has eternal life, and I shall raise that person 
up on the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood 
is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
lives in me and I live in that person. As the living Father 
sent me and I draw life from the Father, so whoever eats 
me will also draw life from me. This is the bread which has 
come down from heaven; it is not like the bread our 
ancestors ate: they are dead, but anyone who eats this bread 
will live forever.” v 



August 22, 2021       
The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 16 
The First Book of Kings 8:22-30, 41-43 

In the presence of the whole assembly of Israel, Solomon 
stood facing the altar of the HOLY ONE OF OLD and, 
stretching out his hands towards heaven, said,  !God of 

Israel, WHOSE NAME CANNOT BE SPOKEN, there is no god 
like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, as loyal to 
the covenant and faithful in love to your servants as long as 
they walk wholeheartedly in your way. You have kept the 
promise you made to your servant, my father David, as you 
promised him you would. Today you have carried it out by 
your power. And now, God of Israel, WHOSE NAME 

CANNOT BE SPOKEN, keep the promise which you made to 
your servant David when you said,  $You will never lack for 

one to sit before me on the throne of Israel, provided that 
your sons are careful how they behave, walking before me 
as you yourself have done.#  

!So now, God of Israel, let the words come true which you 

spoke to your servant, my father David. Yet will God really 
live with human beings on earth? Why, the heavens, the 
highest of the heavens, cannot contain you. How much less 



this temple built by me! Even so, listen favorably to the 
prayer and entreaty of your servant, HOLY ONE my God; 
listen to the cry and to the prayer which your servant makes 
to you today: day and night may your eyes watch over this 
temple, over this place of which you have said,  $My name 

will be there.# Listen to the prayer which your servant 

offers in this place.  

!Listen to the entreaty of your servant and of your people 

Israel; whenever they pray in this place, listen from the 
place where you reside in heaven; and when you hear, 
forgive. Even the foreigner, not belonging to your people 
Israel but coming from a distant country, attracted by your 
name % for they too will hear of your name, of your 

mighty hand and outstretched arm % if a foreigner comes 

and prays in this Temple, listen from heaven where you 
reside, and grant all that the foreigner asks of you, so that 
all the peoples of the earth may acknowledge your name 
and, like your people Israel, revere you and know that this 
Temple, which I have built, bears your name." v 

 



August 22, 2021       
The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 16 
Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 6:10-20 

Finally, grow strong in the Lord, with the strength of God’s 
power. Put on the full armor of God so as to be able to 
resist the devil’s tactics. For it is not against human 
enemies that we have to struggle, but against the 
principalities and the ruling forces who are masters of the 
darkness in this world, the spirits of evil in the heavens. 
That is why you must take up all God’s armor, or you will 
not be able to put up any resistance on the evil day, or stand 
your ground even though you exert yourselves to the full.  

So stand your ground, with truth a belt round your waist, 
and uprightness a breastplate, wearing for shoes on your 
feet the eagerness to spread the gospel of peace and always 
carrying the shield of faith so that you can use it to quench 
the burning arrows of the Evil One. And then you must take 
salvation as your helmet and the sword of the Spirit, that is, 
the word of God.  

In all your prayer and entreaty keep praying in the Spirit on 
every possible occasion. Never get tired of staying awake 
to pray for all God’s holy people, and pray for me to be 



given an opportunity to open my mouth and fearlessly 
make known the mystery of the gospel of which I am an 
ambassador in chains; pray that in proclaiming it I may 
speak as fearlessly as I ought to. v  

 
August 23, 2021       
The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 16 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 6:56-69 

Jesus said, “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
lives in me and I live in that person. As the living Father 
sent me and I draw life from the Father, so whoever eats 
me will also draw life from me. This is the bread which has 
come down from heaven; it is not like the bread our 
ancestors ate: they are dead, but anyone who eats this bread 
will live for ever.” 

This is what Jesus taught at Capernaum in the synagogue. 
After hearing it, many of his followers said,  “This is 
intolerable language. How could anyone accept it?” Jesus 
was aware that his followers were complaining about it and 
said,  “Does this disturb you? What if you should see the 
Son of man ascend to where he was before?  It is the spirit 
that gives life, the flesh has nothing to offer. The words I 



have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. But there are 
some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the 
outset who not believe and who was to betray him. He went 
on,  “This is why I told you that no one could come to me 
except by the gift of the Father.”  

After this, many of his disciples went away and 
accompanied him no more. Then Jesus said to the Twelve,  
“What about you, do you want to go away too?” Simon 
Peter answered,  “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the message of eternal life, and we believe; we have come 
to know that you are the Holy One of God.” v 



August 29, 2021       

The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 17 
The Song of Solomon 2:8-13 

Hear my love. See how he comes leaping on the mountains, 
bounding over the hills. My love is like a gazelle, like a 
young stag. See where he stands behind our wall. He looks 
in at the window, he peers through the opening. My love 
lifts up his voice, he says to me,  “Come then, my beloved, 
my lovely one, come. For see, winter is past, the rains are 
over and gone. Flowers are appearing on the earth. The 
season of glad songs has come, the cooing of the turtledove 
is heard in our land. The fig tree is forming its first figs and 
the blossoming vines give out their fragrance. Come then, 
my beloved, my lovely one, come.” v  

 
August 29, 2021       
The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 17 
The Letter of James 1:17-27 

All that is good, all that is perfect, is given us from above; 
it comes down from the Father of all light; with him there is 
no such thing as alteration, no shadow caused by change.  



By his own choice he gave birth to us by the message of the 
truth so that we should be a sort of first fruits of all his 
creation.  

Remember this, my dear brothers and sisters: everyone 
should be quick to listen but slow to speak and slow to 
human anger. God’s saving justice is never served by 
human anger, so do away with all impurities and remnants 
of evil. Humbly welcome the Word which has been planted 
in you and can save your souls.  

But you must do what the Word tells you and not just listen 
to it and deceive yourselves. Those who listen to the Word 
and take no action are like those who look at their own 
features in a mirror and, once they have seen what they 
look like, go off and immediately forget it. But those who 
look steadily at the perfect law of freedom and keep to it—
not listening and forgetting, but putting it into practice — 
will be blessed in every undertaking.  

Nobody who fails to keep a tight rein on the tongue can 
claim to be religious; this is mere self-deception; that 
person’s religion is worthless. Pure, unspoiled religion, in 
the eyes of God our Father, is this: coming to the help of 
orphans and widows in their hardships, and keeping oneself 
uncontaminated by the world. v 



August 30, 2021       
The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 17 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered round Jesus, and they noticed that some 
of his disciples were eating with unclean hands, that is, 
without washing them. For the Pharisees keep the tradition 
of the elders and never eat without washing their arms as 
far as the elbow; and on returning from the market place 
they never eat without first sprinkling themselves. There 
are also many other observances which have been handed 
down to them to keep, concerning the washing of cups and 
pots and bronze dishes.  

So the Pharisees and scribes asked him,  !Why do your 

disciples not respect the tradition of the elders but eat their 
food with unclean hands?" Jesus answered,  !How rightly 

Isaiah prophesied about you hypocrites in the passage of 
scripture: This people honors me only with lip-service, 
while their hearts are far from me. Their reverence of me is 
worthless; lessons they teach are nothing but human 



commandments. You put aside the commandment of God 
to observe human traditions."  

Jesus called the people to him again and said,  !Listen to 

me, all of you, and understand. Nothing that goes into 
someone from outside can make that person unclean; it is 
the things that come out of someone that make that person 
unclean. For it is from within, from the heart, that evil 
intentions emerge: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, 
avarice, malice, deceit, indecency, envy, slander, pride, 
folly. All these evil things come from within and make a 
person unclean." v 

 



September 5, 2021       

The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 18 
The Book of Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 

Fame is preferable to great wealth; favor, to silver and gold. 
Rich and poor rub shoulders; the Lord has made them both. 
Whoever sows injustice reaps disaster, and the rod of such 
anger will disappear. A kindly eye will earn a blessing; 
such a person shares out food with the poor. Do not despoil 
the weak, for they are weak, and do not oppress the poor at 
the gate, for the Lord takes up their cause, and extorts the 
life of their extortionists. v 

 
September 5, 2021       

The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 18 
The Letter of James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17 

My brothers and sisters, do not let class distinction enter 
into your faith in Jesus Christ, our glorified Lord. Now 
suppose a person comes into your synagogue, well-dressed 
and with a gold ring on, and at the same time a poor person 
comes in, in shabby clothes, and you take notice of the 
well-dressed person, and say, “Come this way to the best 
seats,” then you tell the poor person, “Stand over there” or 
“You can sit on the floor by my foot-rest.” In making this 



distinction among yourselves have you not used a corrupt 
standard?  

Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: it was those who were 
poor according to the world that God chose, to be rich in 
faith and to be the heirs to the kingdom which were 
promised to those who love God. You, on the other hand, 
have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who lord it over 
you? Are not they the ones who drag you into court, who 
insult the honorable name which has been pronounced over 
you? Well, the right thing to do is to keep the supreme Law 
of scripture: you will love your neighbor as yourself; but as 
soon as you make class distinctions, you are committing sin 
and under condemnation for breaking the Law.  

You see, anyone who keeps the whole of the Law but trips 
up on a single point, is still guilty of breaking it all.  How 
does it help, my brothers and sisters, when someone who 
has never done a single good act claims to have faith? Will 
that faith bring salvation? If one of the brothers or one of 
the sisters is in need of clothes and has not enough food to 
live on, and one of you says to them,  “I wish you well; 
keep yourself warm and eat plenty,” without giving them 
these bare necessities of life, then what good is that? In the 
same way faith, if good deeds do not go with it, is quite 
dead. v 



September 5, 2021       

The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 18 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 7:24-37 

Jesus left and set out for the territory of Tyre. There he 
went into a house and did not want anyone to know he was 
there; but he could not pass unrecognized. At once a 
woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard 
about him and came and fell at his feet. Now this woman 
was a gentile, by birth a Syro-Phoenician, and she begged 
him to drive the devil out of her daughter. And he said to 
her, !The children should be fed first, because it is not fair 

to take the children#s food and throw it to little dogs." But 

she spoke up,  !Ah yes, sir," she replied, !but little dogs 

under the table eat the scraps from the children." And he 

said to her, !For saying this you may go home happy; the 

devil has gone out of your daughter." So she went off home 

and found the child lying on the bed and the devil gone.  

Returning from the territory of Tyre, Jesus went by way of 
Sidon towards the Lake of Galilee, right through the 
Decapolis territory. And they brought him a deaf man who 
had an impediment in his speech; and they asked him to lay 
his hand on him. He took him aside to be by themselves, 



away from the crowd, put his fingers into the man#s ears 

and touched his tongue with spittle. Then looking up to 
heaven he sighed; and he said to him,  !Ephphatha," that is, 

!Be opened." And his ears were opened, and at once the 

impediment of his tongue was loosened and he spoke 
clearly.  

And Jesus ordered them to tell no one about it, but the more 
he insisted, the more widely they proclaimed it. Their 
admiration was unbounded, and they said,  !Everything he 

does is good; he makes the deaf hear and the mute speak." 
v 

 



September 12, 2021       

The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 19 
The Book of Proverbs 1:20-33 

Wisdom calls aloud in the streets; she raises her voice in 
the public squares. She calls out at the street corners; she 
delivers her message at the city gates. !You simple people, 

how much longer will you cling to your simple ways? How 
much longer will mockers revel in their mocking and fools 
go on hating knowledge? Pay attention to my warning. To 
you I will pour out my heart and tell you what I have to 
say.  

!Since I have called and you have refused me, since I have 

beckoned and no one has taken notice, since you have 
ignored all my advice and rejected all my warnings, I, for 
my part, shall laugh at your distress, I shall jeer when terror 
befalls you, when terror befalls you, like a storm, when 
your distress arrives, like a whirlwind, when ordeal and 
anguish bear down on you. Then they will call me, but I 
shall not answer, they will look eagerly for me and will not 
find me.  

!They have hated knowledge, they have not chosen the fear 

of the Lord, they have taken no notice of my advice, they 



have spurned all my warnings: so they will have to eat the 
fruits of their own ways of life, and choke themselves with 
their own scheming. For the errors of the simple lead to 
their death, the complacency of fools works their own ruin; 
but whoever listens to me may live secure, will have quiet, 
fearing no mischance." v  

 
September 12, 2021       

The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 19 
The Letter of James 3:1-12 

Only a few of you, my brothers and sisters, should be 
teachers, bearing in mind that we shall receive a stricter 
judgment. For we all trip up in many ways. Someone who 
does not trip up in speech has reached perfection and is 
able to keep the whole body on a tight rein. Once we put a 
bit in the horse#s mouth, to make it do what we want, we 

have the whole animal under our control. Or think of ships: 
no matter how big they are, even if a gale is driving them, 
they are directed by a tiny rudder wherever the whim of the 
helmsman decides.  

So the tongue is only a tiny part of the body, but its boasts 
are great. Think how small a flame can set fire to a huge 



forest; the tongue is a flame too. Among all the parts of the 
body, the tongue is a whole wicked world: it infects the 
whole body; catching fire itself from hell, it sets fire to the 
whole wheel of creation. Wild animals and birds, reptiles 
and fish of every kind can all be tamed, and have been 
tamed, by humans; but nobody can tame the tongue % it is 

a pest that will not keep still, full of deadly poison. We use 
it to bless the Lord and Father, but we also use it to curse 
people who are made in God#s image: the blessing and 

curse come out of the same mouth.  

My brothers and sisters, this must be wrong % does any 

water supply give a flow of fresh water and salt water out 
of the same pipe? Can a fig tree yield olives, my brothers 
and sisters, or a vine yield figs? No more can seawater 
yield fresh water. v 

 



September 12,  2021       

The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 19 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 8:27-38 

Jesus and his disciples left for the villages round Caesarea 
Philippi. On the way he put this question to his disciples, 
!Who do people say I am?" And they told him,  !John the 

Baptist, others Elijah, others again, one of the prophets." 
!But you," he asked them,  !who do you say I am?" Peter 

spoke up and said to him, !You are the Christ." And he 

gave them strict orders not to tell anyone about him.  

Then he began to teach them that the Son of man was 
destined to suffer grievously, and to be rejected by the 
elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and to be put to 
death, and after three days to rise again; and he said all this 
quite openly. Then, taking him aside, Peter tried to rebuke 
him. But, turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said to him, !Get behind me, Satan! You are thinking 

not as God thinks, but as human beings do." 

  



Jesus called the people and his disciples to him and said,  
!If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let her renounce 

herself and take up her cross and follow me. Anyone who 
wants to save her life will lose it; but anyone who loses her 
life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 
What gain, then, is it for anyone to win the whole world 
and forfeit her life? And indeed what can anyone offer in 
exchange for her life? For if anyone in this sinful and 
adulterous generation is ashamed of me and of my words, 
the Son of man will also be ashamed of that one when she 
comes in the glory of God with the holy angels." v 

 

 



September 19, 2021       

The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 20 
The Book of Proverbs 31:10-31 

The truly capable woman — who can find her? She is far 
beyond the price of pearls. Her husband’s heart has 
confidence in her, from her he will derive no little profit. 
Advantage and not hurt she brings him all the days of her 
life. She selects wool and flax, she does her work with 
eager hands. She is like those merchant vessels, bringing 
her food from far away. She gets up while it is still dark 
giving her household their food, giving orders to her 
serving girls.  

She sets her mind on a field, then she buys it; with what her 
hands have earned she plants a vineyard. She puts her back 
into her work and shows how strong her arms can be. She 
knows that her affairs are going well; her lamp does not go 
out at night. She sets her hands to the distaff, her fingers 
grasp the spindle. She holds out her hands to the poor, she 
opens her arms to the needy. Snow may come, she has no 
fears for her household, with all her servants warmly 
clothed. She makes her own quilts, she is dressed in fine 
linen and purple.  



Her husband is respected at the city gates, taking his seat 
among the elders of the land.  She weaves materials and 
sells them, she supplies the merchant with sashes.  She is 
clothed in strength and dignity, she can laugh at the day to 
come.  When she opens her mouth, she does so wisely; on 
her tongue is kindly instruction.  She keeps good watch on 
the conduct of her household, no bread of idleness for her.   

Her children stand up and proclaim her blessed, her 
husband, too, sings her praises: “Many women have done 
admirable things, but you surpass them all!” Charm is 
deceitful, and beauty empty; the woman who fears the Lord 
is the one to praise.  Give her a share in what her hands 
have worked for, and let her works tell her praises at the 
city gates. v  

 
September 19, 2021       

The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 20 
The Book of James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

Anyone who is wise or understanding among you should 
from a good life give evidence of deeds done in the 
gentleness of wisdom. But if at heart you have the 
bitterness of jealousy, or selfish ambition, do not be 



boastful or hide the truth with lies; this is not the wisdom 
that comes from above, but earthly, human and devilish. 
Wherever there are jealousy and ambition, there are also 
disharmony and wickedness of every kind; whereas the 
wisdom that comes down from above is essentially 
something pure; it is also peaceable, kindly and 
considerate; it is full of mercy and shows itself by doing 
good; nor is there any trace of partiality or hypocrisy in it. 
The peace sown by peacemakers brings a harvest of justice.  

Where do these wars and battles between yourselves first 
start? Is it not precisely in the desires fighting inside your 
own selves? You want something and you lack it; so you 
kill. You have an ambition that you cannot satisfy; so you 
fight to get your way by force. It is because you do not pray 
that you do not receive; when you do pray and do not 
receive, it is because you prayed wrongly, wanting to 
indulge your passions. Give in to God, then; resist the 
devil, and that one will run away from you. The nearer you 
go to God, the nearer God will come to you. v 



September 19, 2021       

The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 20 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 9:30-37 

Jesus and his disciples made their way through Galilee; and 
he did not want anyone to know, because he was 
instructing his disciples; he was telling them, “The Son of 
man will be delivered into the power of human culture; 
they will put him to death; and three days after he has been 
put to death he will rise again.” But they did not understand 
what he said and were afraid to ask him.  

They came to Capernaum, and when Jesus got into the 
house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the 
road?” They said nothing, because on the road they had 
been arguing which of them was the greatest. So he sat 
down, called the Twelve to him and said, “Whoever wants 
to be first, must be last of all and servant of all.” He then 
took a little child whom he set among them and embraced, 
and he said to them, “Anyone who welcomes a little child 
such as this in my name, welcomes me; and anyone who 
welcomes me, welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
v 



September 26, 2021       

The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 21 
The Book of Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-21  

King Ahasuerus and his Prime Minister Haman went to 
Queen Esther’s banquet, and this second day, during the 
banquet, the king said to Esther,  “Tell me your request, 
Queen Esther. I grant it to you. Whatever you want; even if 
it is half my kingdom, it is yours for the asking.” “If I have 
found favor in your eyes, O king,” Queen Esther replied,  
“and if it please your majesty, grant me my life — that is 
my request — and the lives of my people the Jews — that 
is what I want. For we have been handed over, my people 
and I, to destruction, slaughter and annihilation; had we 
merely been sold as slaves and servant-girls, I should not 
have said anything. But in the present case, it will be 
beyond the persecutor’s means to make good the loss that 
the king is about to sustain.” King Ahasuerus interrupted 
Queen Esther,  “Who is this person?” he exclaimed.  
“Where is the person who has thought of doing such a 
thing?” Esther replied, “The persecutor, the enemy? Why, 
this wretch Haman!”  

 



Haman quaked with terror in the presence of the king and 
queen. In the royal presence, Harbona, one of the officers, 
said, “There is that fifty-cubit gallows, too, which Haman 
ran up for Mordecai (Esther’s father), who spoke up to the 
king’s great advantage. It is all ready at his house.” “Hang 
Haman on it,” said the king. So Haman was hanged on the 
gallows which he had erected for Mordecai, and the king’s 
wrath subsided.  

Mordecai committed these events to writing. Then he sent 
letters to all the Jews living in the provinces of King 
Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them to celebrate 
the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar 
every year, as the days on which the Jews had rid 
themselves of their enemies, and the month in which their 
sorrow had been turned into gladness, and mourning into a 
holiday. He therefore told them to keep these as days of 
festivity and gladness when they were to exchange presents 
and make gifts to the poor. v 



September 26, 2021       
The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 21 
The Book of James 5:13-20 

All of you who are in trouble should pray; all in good 
spirits should sing a psalm. All of you who are ill should 
send for the elders of the church, who must anoint the sick 
with oil in the name of the Lord and pray over them. The 
prayer of faith will save them and the Lord will raise them 
up again; if they have committed any sins, they will be 
forgiven. So confess your sins to one another, and pray for 
one another to be cured; the heartfelt prayer of someone 
upright works very powerfully. Elijah was a human being 
as frail as we % he prayed earnestly for it not to rain, and 

no rain fell for three and a half years. Then he prayed again 
and the sky gave rain and the earth gave crops.  

My brothers and sisters, if one of you strays away from the 
truth, and is brought back by another, you may be sure that 
anyone who can bring back a sinner from erring ways will 
be saving a soul from death and covering over many a sin. 
v 



September 26, 2021       

The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 21 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 9:38-50 

John said to Jesus, “Master, we saw someone who is not 
one of us driving out devils in your name, and because he 
was not one of us we tried to stop him.” But Jesus said, 
“You must not stop him; no one who works a miracle in my 
name could soon afterwards speak evil of me. 

“Anyone who is not against us is for us. All who give you a 
cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ, then in 
truth I tell you, they will most certainly not lose their 
reward. But all who are the downfall of one of these little 
ones who have faith, would be better thrown into the sea 
with a great mill stone hung round their necks.  

“And if your hand should be your downfall, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter into life crippled, than to have two 
hands and go to hell, into the fire that can never be put out. 
And if your foot should be your downfall, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter into life lame, than to have two feet 
and be thrown into hell. And if your eye should be your 
down fall, tear it out; it is better for you to enter into the 



kingdom of God with one eye, than to have two eyes and 
be thrown into hell where their worm will never die nor 
their fire be put out.  

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is a good thing, 
but if salt has become insipid, how can you make it salty 
again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 
another.” v 



October 3, 2021       
The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 22 
The Book of Job 1:1; 2:1–10    

There was once a man in the land of Uz called Job: a sound 
and honest man who feared God and shunned evil.  

One day, the sons of God came to attend on the Holy One 
of Old and Satan came with them too. So the Holy One said 
to Satan,  “Where have you been?”  “Prowling about on 
earth,” he answered, “roaming around there.” So the Holy 
One asked him, “Did you pay any attention to my servant 
Job?  

There is no one like him on the earth: a sound and honest 
man who fears God and shuns evil. He persists in his 
integrity still; you achieved nothing by provoking me to 
ruin him.”   

“Skin after skin!” Satan replied.  “Someone will give away 
all he has to save his life. But stretch out your hand and lay 
a finger on his bone and flesh; I warrant you, he will curse 
you to your face.”   



“Very well,” the Holy One said to Satan,  “he is in your 
power. But spare his life.” So Satan left the presence of the 
Holy One of Old. 

Satan struck Job down with malignant ulcers from the sole 
of his foot to the top of his head. Job took a piece of pot to 
scrape himself, and went and sat among the ashes. Then his 
wife said to him,  “Why persist in this integrity of yours? 
Curse God and die.”   

“That is how a fool talks,” Job replied.  “If we take 
happiness from God’s hand, must we not take sorrow too?” 
And in all this misfortune Job uttered no sinful word. v  

 
October 3, 2021       
The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 22 
The Letter to the Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12        

At many moments in the past and by many means, God 
spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our 
time, the final days, God has spoken to us in the person of 
his Son, whom God appointed heir of all things and 
through whom God made the ages. He is the reflection of 
God’s glory and bears the impress of God’s own being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful command; and now 



that he has purged sins away, he has taken his seat at the 
right hand of the divine Majesty on high. So he is now as 
far above the angels, as the title which he has inherited is 
higher than their own name.  

It was not under angels that God put the world to come, 
about which we are speaking. Someone witnesses to this 
somewhere with the words: “What are human beings that 
you spare a thought for them, a child of Adam that you care 
for him? For a short while you have made him less than the 
angels; you have crowned him with glory and honor, put all 
things under his feet.” 

For in putting all things under him, God made no 
exceptions. At present, it is true, we are not able to see that 
all things are under him, but we do see Jesus, who was for a 
short while made less than the angels, now crowned with 
glory and honor because he submitted to death; so that by 
God’s grace his experience of death should benefit all 
humanity.  

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom 
everything exists, should, in bringing many sons to glory, 
make perfect through suffering the leader of their salvation. 
For consecrator and consecrated are all of the same stock; 
that is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers and 



sisters in the text: “I shall proclaim your name to my 
brothers and sisters, praise you in full assembly.” v 

 

October 3, 2021       

The Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 22 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 10:13–16    

People were bringing little children to him, for him to touch 
them. The disciples scolded them, but when Jesus saw this 
he was indignant and said to them,  “Let the little children 
come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs. In truth I tell you, anyone 
who does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little 
child will never enter it.” Then he embraced them, laid his 
hands on them and gave them his blessing. v 



October 10, 2021       

The Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 23 
The Book of Job 23:1–9, 16–17 

Job spoke next. He said: “My lament is still rebellious; 
despite my groans, his hand is just as heavy. Will no one 
help me to know how to travel to his dwelling?  

I should set out my case to him, advancing any number of 
grievances. Then I could learn his defense, every word  

of it, taking note of everything he said to me. Would he put 
all his strength into this debate with me? No, he would only 
have to give his attention to me, to recognize his opponent 
as upright and so I should win my case for ever.”  

“If I go to the east, he is not there; or to the west, I still 
cannot see him. If I seek him in the north, he is not to be 
found, invisible as ever, if I turn to the south. God has 
undermined my courage, the Almighty has filled me with 
fear. The darkness having failed to destroy me, I am 
plunged back into obscurity by him!” v 

 



October 10, 2021       

The Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 23 
The Letter to the Hebrews 4:12–16 

The word of God is something alive and active: it cuts 
more incisively than any two-edged sword: it can seek out 
the place where soul is divided from spirit, or joints from 
marrow; it can pass judgment on secret emotions and 
thoughts. No created thing is hidden from God; everything 
is uncovered and stretched fully open to the eyes of the one 
to whom we must give account of ourselves.  

Since in Jesus, the Son of God, we have the supreme high 
priest who has gone through to the highest heaven, we must 
hold firm to our profession of faith. For the high priest we 
have is not incapable of feeling our weaknesses with us, but 
has been put to the test in exactly the same way as 
ourselves, apart from sin. Let us, then, have no fear in 
approaching the throne of grace to receive mercy and to 
find grace when we are in need of help. v 

 



October 11, 2021       
The Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 23  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 10:17–31 

Jesus was setting out on a journey when a man ran up, knelt 
before him and put this question to him,  “Good master, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him,  
“Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 
You know the commandments: You shall not kill; You 
shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall 
not give false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your 
father and mother.”  

And the man said to Jesus,  “Master, I have kept all these 
since my earliest days.” Jesus looked steadily at him and he 
was filled with love for him, and he said,  “You need to do 
one thing more. Go and sell what you own and give the 
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
then come, follow me.” But the man’s face fell at these 
words and he went away sad, for he was a man of great 
wealth.  

 



Jesus looked round and said to his disciples,  “How hard it 
is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” 
The disciples were astounded by these words, but Jesus 
insisted,  “My children,” he said to them,  “how hard it is to 
enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle than for someone rich to enter 
the kingdom of God.” They were more astonished than 
ever, saying to one another,  “In that case, who can be 
saved?” Jesus gazed at them and said,  “By human 
resources it is impossible, but not for God: because for God 
everything is possible.”  

Peter took this up.  “Look,” he said to him,  “we have left 
everything and followed you.” Jesus said,  “In truth I tell 
you, there is no one who has left house, brothers, sisters, 
mother, father, children or land for my sake and for the 
sake of the gospel who will not receive a hundred times as 
much, houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and 
land—and persecutions too—now in this present time and, 
in the world to come, eternal life. Many who are first will 
be last, and the last, first.” v 



October 17, 2021       

The Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 24  
The Book of Job 38:1–7, (34–41) 

Then from the heart of the tempest The Holy One of Old 
answered Job.  The Holy One said: “Who is this, obscuring 
my intentions with his ignorant words? Brace yourself like 
a fighter; I am going to ask the questions, and you are to 
inform me!  

“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundations? Tell 
me, since you are so well informed! Who decided its 
dimensions, do you know? Or who stretched the measuring 
line across it? What supports its pillars at their bases? Who 
laid its cornerstone to the joyful concert of the morning 
stars and unanimous acclaim of the children of God?  

“Can your voice carry as far as the clouds and make the 
pent-up waters do your bidding? Will lightning flashes 
come at your command and answer, ‘Here we are’? Who 
endowed the ibis with wisdom and gave the cock his 
intelligence? Whose skill details every cloud and tilts the 
water-skins of heaven until the dust solidifies and the 
cracks in the ground close up? Do you go hunting prey for 
the lioness; do you satisfy the hunger of young lions where 



they crouch in their den, waiting eagerly in the bushes? 
Who makes provision for the raven when his little ones cry 
out to God craning their necks in search of food?” v  

 

October 17, 2021       
The Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost  
Proper 24  
The Letter to the Hebrews 5:1–10 

Every high priest is taken from among human beings and is 
appointed to act on their behalf in relationships with God, 
to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins; the high priest can 
sympathize with those who are ignorant or who have gone 
astray, being themselves subject to the same limitations of 
weakness. That is why the priest has to make sin offerings 
for themselves as well as for the people. People do not take 
this honor on themselves; it needs a call from God, as in 
Aaron’s case.  

And so it was not Christ who gave himself the glory of 
becoming high priest, but the one who said to him: “You 
are my Son, today I have created you,” and in another text: 
“You are a priest for ever, of the order of Melchizedek.” 
During his life on earth, he offered up prayer and entreaty, 
with loud cries and with tears, to the one who had the 



power to save him from death, and, winning a hearing by 
his reverence, he learnt obedience, Son though he was, 
through his sufferings; when he had been perfected, he 
became for all who obey him the source of eternal salvation 
and was acclaimed by God with the title of high priest of 
the order of Melchizedek. v  

 
October 17, 2021       
The Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 24  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 10:35-45 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, approached Jesus.  
“Master,” they said to him,  “We want you to do us a 
favor.”  

He said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 
They said to him, “Allow us to sit one at your right hand 
and the other at your left in your glory.” But Jesus said to 
them, “You do not know what you are asking. Can you 
drink the cup that I shall drink, or be baptized with the 
baptism with which I shall be baptized?” They replied,  
“We can.”  



Jesus said to them,  “The cup that I shall drink you shall 
drink, and with the baptism with which I shall be baptized 
you shall be baptized, but as for seats at my right hand or 
my left, these are not mine to grant; they belong to those to 
whom they have been allotted.” 

When the other ten apostles heard this they began to feel 
indignant with James and John, so Jesus called them to him 
and said to them,  “You know that among the Gentiles 
those they call their rulers lord it over them, and the 
powerful among them make their authority felt. Among 
you this is not to happen. No; anyone who wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, and anyone who 
wants to be first among you must be slave to all. For the 
Son of man himself came not to be served but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many.” v 



October 24, 2021       

The Twenty-second Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 25  
The Book of Job 42:1–6, 10–17 

This was the answer Job gave to  the Holy One of Old: “I 
know that you are all-powerful: what you conceive, you 
can perform. I was the man who misrepresented your 
intentions with my ignorant words. You have told me about 
great works that I cannot understand, about marvels which 
are beyond me, of which I know nothing. (Listen, please, 
and let me speak: I am going to ask the questions, and you 
are to inform me.) Before, I knew you only by hearsay but 
now, having seen you with my own eyes, I retract what I 
have said, and repent in dust and ashes.” 

And  the Holy One of Old restored Job’s condition, while 
Job was interceding for his friends. More than that,  the 
Holy One gave him double what he had before. And all his 
brothers and all his sisters and all his friends of former 
times came to see him. Over dinner in his house, they 
showed their sympathy and comforted him for all the evils  
the Holy One had inflicted on him. Each of them gave him 
a silver coin, and each a gold ring.  The Holy One blessed 
Job’s latter condition even more than his former one. He 
came to own fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, 



a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand she-donkeys. He 
had seven sons and three daughters; his first daughter he 
called “Turtledove,” the second “Cassia” and the third 
“Mascara.” Throughout the land there were no women as 
beautiful as the daughters of Job. And their father gave 
them inheritance rights like their brothers. 

After this, Job lived for another one hundred and forty 
years, and saw his children and his children’s children to 
the fourth generation. Then, old and full of days, Job 
died.v 

 

October 24, 2021       

The Twenty-second Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 25  
The Letter to the Hebrews 7:23-28 

Further, the former priests were many in number, because 
death put an end to each one of them; but this one, because 
he remains forever, has a perpetual priesthood. It follows, 
then, that his power to save those who come to God 
through him is absolute, since he lives forever to intercede 
for them.  



Such is the high priest that met our need, holy, innocent 
and uncontaminated, set apart from sinners, and raised up 
above the heavens; he has no need to offer sacrifices every 
day, as the high priests do, first for their own sins and only 
then for those of the people; this he did once and for all by 
offering himself. The Law appoints high priests who are 
human, and subject to weakness; but the promise on oath, 
which came after the Law, appointed the Son who is made 
perfect forever. v 

 

October 24, 2021       

The Twenty-second Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 25  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 10:46–52 

They reached Jericho; and as Jesus left Jericho with his 
disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus — that is, the son 
of Timaeus — a blind beggar, was sitting at the side of the 
road. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to shout and cry out, “Son of David, Jesus, have pity 
on me.” And many of them scolded him and told him to 
keep quiet, but he only shouted all the louder, “Son of 
David, have pity on me.”  



Jesus stopped and said, “Call him here.” So they called the 
blind man over. “Courage,” they said, “get up; he is calling 
you.” So throwing off his cloak, he jumped up and went to 
Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” The blind man said to him, “Rabbuni, let me see 
again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has saved you.” 
And at once his sight returned and he followed him along 
the road. v 



October 31, 2021       

The Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 26  
The Book of Ruth 1:1-18  

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the 
land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live 
in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The 
name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife 
Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and 
Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. 
They went into the country of Moab and remained there. 
But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was 
left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name 
of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. 
When they had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon 
and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without 
her two sons and her husband. 

Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from 
the country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of 
Moab that the Lord had considered his people and given 
them food. So she set out from the place where she had 
been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they 
went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But 
Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back each of 



you to your mother's house. May the Lord deal kindly with 
you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The Lord 
grant that you may find security, each of you in the house 
of your husband." Then she kissed them, and they wept 
aloud. They said to her, "No, we will return with you to 
your people." But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters, 
why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb 
that they may become your husbands? Turn back, my 
daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. 
Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should 
have a husband tonight and bear sons, would you then wait 
until they were grown? Would you then refrain from 
marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for 
me than for you, because the hand of the Lord has turned 
against me." Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her 
mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 

So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her 
people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” But 
Ruth said,  

“Do not press me to leave you  or to turn back from 
following you! Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, 
I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God 
my God. Where you die, I will die—there will I be buried.  
 



May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, if 
even death parts me from you!” When Naomi saw that she 
was determined to go with her, she said no more to 
her. v 

 
October 31, 2021       

The Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 26  
Hebrews 9:11-14 

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that 
have come, then through the greater and perfect tent (not 
made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered 
once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats 
and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 
redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the 
sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who 
have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much 
more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our 
conscience from dead works to worship the living 
God! v 



October 31, 2021       

The Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 26  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 12:28-34 

One of the scribes came near and heard the Saducees 
disputing with one another, and seeing that Jesus answered 
them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first 
of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe 
said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said 
that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to 
love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, 
and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as 
oneself,’ —this is much more important than all whole 
burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he 
answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any 
question. v 

 



November 7, 2021        
All Saint’s Sunday – O Wisdom 
The Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 

But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, 
and no torment will ever touch them.  In the eyes of the 
foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was 
thought to be a disaster,  and their going from us to be their 
destruction; but they are at peace.  For though in the sight 
of others they were punished, their hope is full of 
immortality.  Having been disciplined a little, they will 
receive great good, because God tested them and found 
them worthy of himself;  like gold in the furnace he tried 
them, and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them.  
In the time of their visitation they will shine forth, and will 
run like sparks through the stubble.  They will govern 
nations and rule over peoples, and the Lord will reign over 
them forever.  Those who trust in him will understand truth, 
and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace 
and mercy are upon his holy ones, 
and he watches over his elect. v 

 



November 7, 2021        
All Saint’s Sunday – O Wisdom 
The Revelation of John 21:1-6a 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was 
no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, 
‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them;  
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.’ 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am 
making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he said to me, ‘It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring 
of the water of life. v 



November 7, 2021        
All Saint’s Sunday – O Wisdom 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 11:32-44 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt 
at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the people who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He 
said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, 
come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the people said, 
‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?’  

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It 
was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, 
‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has 
been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell 
you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 
So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards 
and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of 
the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 



sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in 
a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him 
go.’ v 



November 14, 2021       

The Twenty-fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 28 – O Adonai 

The First Book of Samuel 1:4–20 

One day Elkanah offered a sacrifice. Now he used to give 
portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and 
daughters; to his wife Hannah, however, he would give only 
one portion: for, although he loved Hannah more,  the HOLY 

ONE OF OLD had made her barren. Further more, her rival 
Peninnah would taunt and provoke her, because  the HOLY 

ONE had made her womb barren. And this went on year after 
year; every time they went up to the temple of  the HOLY 

ONE she used to taunt her. On that day Hannah wept and 
would not eat anything; so her husband Elkanah said, 
“Hannah, why are you crying? Why are you not eating 
anything? Why are you so sad? Am I not more to you than 
ten sons?” 

When they had finished eating in the room, Hannah got up 
and stood before the HOLY ONE. Eli the priest was sitting on 
his seat by the doorpost of the temple of  the HOLY ONE. In 
the bitterness of her soul she prayed to  the HOLY ONE with 
many tears, and she made this vow, “ELOHIM SABAOTH! 
Should you condescend to notice the humiliation of your 
servant and keep her in mind instead of disregarding your 



servant, and give her a boy, I will give him to  the HOLY ONE 
for the whole of his life and no razor shall ever touch his 
head.” 

While she went on praying to  the HOLY ONE OF OLD, Eli the 
priest was watching her mouth, for Hannah was speaking 
under her breath; her lips were moving but her voice could 
not be heard, and Eli thought that she was drunk. Eli said, 
“How much longer are you going to stay drunk? Get rid of 
your wine.” “No, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman 
in great trouble; I have not been drinking wine or strong drink 
— I am pouring out my soul before  the HOLY ONE. Do not 
take your servant for a worthless woman; all this time I have 
been speaking from the depth of my grief and my 
resentment.” Eli then replied, “Go in peace, and may the God 
of Israel grant what you have asked of him.” To which she 
said, “May your servant find favor in your sight.”  

With that, Hannah went away; she began eating and was 
dejected no longer. They got up early in the morning and, 
after worshipping  the HOLY ONE, set out and went home to 
Ramah. Elkanah lay with his wife Hannah, and  the HOLY 

ONE remembered her. Hannah conceived and, in due course, 
gave birth to a son, whom she named Samuel, “since,” she 
said, “I asked  the HOLY ONE for him.” v 



November 14, 2021       

The Twenty-fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 28 – O Adonai 

The Letter to the Hebrews 10:11–14; 19–25 

Every priest stands at his duties every day, offering over 
and over again the same sacrifices which are quite 
incapable of taking away sins. Christ, on the other hand, 
has offered one single sacrifice for sins, and then taken his 
seat for ever, at the right hand of God, where he is now 
waiting till his enemies are made his footstool. By virtue of 
that one single offering, he has achieved the eternal 
perfection of all who are sanctified.  

When these have been forgiven, there can be no more sin 
offerings.  We have then, brothers, complete confidence 
through the blood of Jesus in entering the sanctuary, by a 
new way which he has opened for us, a living opening 
through the curtain, that is to say, his flesh. And we have 
the high priest over all the sanctuary of God.  

So as we go in, let us be sincere in heart and filled with 
faith, our hearts sprinkled and free from any trace of bad 
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us 
keep firm in the hope we profess, because the one who 
made the promise is trustworthy. Let us be concerned for 



each other, to stir a response in love and good works. Do 
not absent yourself from your own assemblies, as some do, 
but encourage each other; the more so as you see the Day 
drawing near. v  

 
November 14, 2021       

The Twenty-fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
Proper 28 – O Adonai 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Mark 13:1–8 

As Jesus was leaving the Temple one of his disciples said 
to him, “Master, look at the size of those stones! Look at 
the size of those buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “You 
see these great buildings? Not a single stone will be left on 
another; everything will be pulled down.”  

And while he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, facing the 
Temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew questioned him 
when they were by themselves, “Tell us, when is this going 
to happen, and what sign will there be that it is all about to 
take place?”  

Then Jesus began to tell them, “Take care that no one 
deceives you. Many will come using my name and saying, 
‘I am he,’ and they will deceive many. When you hear of 



wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this is 
something that must happen, but the end will not be yet. 
For nation will fight against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there 
will be famines.  

This is the beginning of the birth-pangs.” v 



November 21, 2021       
The Last Sunday After Pentecost 
O The Reign of Christ – O Rex Gentium 
A Reading from Second Samuel 23:1–7 

These are the last words of David: Thus speaks David, son 
of Jesse, thus speaks the man raised to eminence, the 
anointed of the God of Jacob, the singer of the songs of 
Israel: The spirit of  the HOLY ONE OF OLD speaks through 
me, God’s word is on my tongue; the God of Jacob has 
spoken, the Rock of Israel has said to me: The person 
whose rule is upright on earth, who rules in the fear of God, 
is like the morning light at sunrise, on a cloudless morning, 
making the grass of the earth sparkle after rain. 

Yes, my House stands firm with God: God has made an 
eternal covenant with me, all in order, well assured; does 
God not bring to fruition my every victory and desire? But 
the people of Belial—God rejects like thorns, for these are 
never taken up in the hand: no one touches them except 
with a pitchfork or spear-shaft, and then only to burn them 
to nothing! v 

 



November 21, 2021       

The Last Sunday After Pentecost 
O The Reign of Christ – O Rex Gentium 
A Reading from the Revelation of John 1:4b–8 

Grace and peace to you from the One who is, who was, and 
who is to come, from the seven spirits who are before the 
throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
First-born from the dead, the highest of earthly rulers. He 
loves us and has washed away our sins with his blood, and 
made us a Kingdom of Priests to serve his God and 
Creator; to him, then, be glory and power forever and ever. 
Amen. Look, he is coming on the clouds; everyone will see 
him, even those who pierced him, and all the races of the 
earth will mourn over him. Indeed this shall be so. Amen. 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who 
is, who was, and who is to come, the Almighty. v  

 



November 21, 2021       

The Last Sunday After Pentecost 
O The Reign of Christ – O Rex Gentium 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
According to John 18:33–37 

So Pilate went back into the Praetorium and called Jesus to 
him and asked him, “Are you the king of the Judeans?” 
Jesus replied, “Do you ask this of your own accord, or have 
others said it to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a 
Judean? It is your own people and the chief priests who 
have handed you over to me: what have you done?” Jesus 
replied, “Mine is not a kingdom of this world; if my 
kingdom were of this world, my men would have fought to 
prevent my being surrendered to the authorities. As it is, 
my kingdom does not belong here.” Pilate said, “So, then 
you are a king?” Jesus answered, “It is you who say that I 
am a king. I was born for this, I came into the world for 
this, to bear witness to the truth; and all who are on the side 
of truth listen to my voice.” v 

 



November 28, 2021       

The First Sunday of Advent - O Emmanuel 
A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah 33:14–16 

Look, the days are coming,  the HOLY ONE OF OLD 
declares, when I shall fulfill the promise of happiness I 
made to the House of Israel and the House of Judah: In 
those days and at that time, I shall make an upright branch 
grow for David, who will do what is just and upright in the 
country. In those days Judah will triumph and Israel live in 
safety. And this is the name the city will be called: “The 
HOLY ONE -is-our-Saving-Justice.” v  

 
November 28, 2021       

The First Sunday of Advent - O Emmanuel 
The First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 3:9–13 

How can we thank God enough for you, for all the joy we 
feel before our God on your account? We are earnestly 
praying night and day to be able to see you face to face 
again and make up any shortcomings in your faith.  

May God our Creator himself, and our Lord Jesus, ease our 
path to you. May God increase and enrich your love for 
each other and for all, so that it matches ours for you. And 
may God so confirm your hearts in holiness that you may 



be blameless in the sight of our God and Creator when our 
Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. v  

 
November 28, 2021       

The First Sunday of Advent - O Emmanuel 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Luke 21:25–36 

Jesus said to them: “There will be signs in the sun and 
moon and stars; on earth nations in agony, bewildered by 
the turmoil of the ocean and its waves; people fainting 
away with terror and fear at what menaces the world, for 
the powers of heaven will be shaken. And then they will 
see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. When these things begin to take place, stand erect, 
hold your heads high, because your liberation is near at 
hand.”  

And he told them a parable, “Look at the fig tree and 
indeed every tree. As soon as you see them bud, you can 
see for yourselves that summer is now near. So with you 
when you see these things happening: know that the 
kingdom of God is near. In truth I tell you, before this 
generation has passed away all will have taken place.  



Sky and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass 
away.  

“Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened by 
debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and that 
day will come upon you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it 
will come down on all those living on the face of the earth. 
Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to survive 
all that is going to happen, and to hold your ground before 
the Son of man.” v 



December 6, 2021       

The Second Sunday of Advent - O Root of Jesse 
The Prophet Baruch 5:1–9 

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, put 
on the beauty of God’s glory for evermore, wrap the cloak 
of God’s saving justice around you, put the diadem of the 
Eternal One’s glory on your head, for God means to show 
your splendor to every nation under heaven, and the name 
God gives you for evermore will be, Peace-through-
Justice, and Glory-through-Devotion. 

Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes 
to the east; see your children reassembled from west and 
east at the Holy One’s command, rejoicing because God 
has remembered. 

Though they left you on foot driven by enemies, now God 
brings them back to you, carried gloriously, like a royal 
throne.  For God has decreed the flattening of each high 
mountain, of the everlasting hills, the filling of the valleys 
to make the ground level so that Israel can walk safely in 
God’s glory.  And the forests and every fragrant tree will 
provide shade for Israel, at God’s command; for God will 
guide Israel in joy by the light of his glory, with the mercy 
and saving justice which come from him. v 



December 5, 2021       

The Second Sunday of Advent - O Root of Jesse  
The First letter of Paul to the Philippians 1:3-11 

I thank my God whenever I think of you and every time ˆ 
pray for you all, I always pray with joy for your partnership 
in the gospel from the very first day up to the present.  I am 
quite confident that the One who began a good work in you 
will go on completing it until the Day  of Jesus Christ 
comes.  It is only right that I should feel like this towards 
you all, because you have a place in my heart, since you 
have all shared together in the grace that has been mine, 
both my chains and my work defending and establishing 
the gospel.  For God will testify for me how much I long 
for you all the warm longing of Christ Jesus; it is my prayer 
that your love for one another may grow more and more 
with the knowledge and complete understanding that will 
help you to come to true discernment, so that you will be 
innocent and free of any trace of guilt when the Day of 
Christ comes, entirely filled with the fruits of uprightness 
through Jesus Christ, for the glory and praise of God. v 



December 5, 2021       

The Second Sunday of Advent - O Root of Jesse  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Luke 3:1-6 

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when 
Pontius Pilot was governor of Judaea, Herod  tetrarch of 
Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the territories of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lyusanias tetrarch of Abilene, and 
while the high priesthood was held by Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah, in the 
desert.  He went through the whole Jordan area proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it  is 
written in the book of the sayings of Isaiah the prophet: 

A voice of one that cries in the desert: Prepare a way for 
the Lord, make his paths straight! Let every valley be filled 
in, every mountain and hill be leveled, winding ways 
straightened and rough roads made smooth, and all people 
will see the salvation of God. v 



December 12, 2021       

The Third Sunday of Advent - O Key of David 
The Prophet Zephaniah 3:14–20  

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud! 
Rejoice, exult with all your heart, son of Jerusalem!  The 
HOLY ONE OF OLD has repealed your sentence; God has 
turned your enemy away. The HOLY ONE is among you, 
Israel, you have nothing more to fear. When that Day 
comes, the message for Jerusalem will be: Zion, have no 
fear, do not let your hands fall limp.  The HOLY ONE your 
God is there with you, the Savior. God will rejoice over 
you with happy song, will renew you by his love, will 
dance with shouts of joy for you, on a day of festival.  

“I have taken away your misfortune, no longer need you 
bear the disgrace of it. I am taking action here and now 
against your oppressors. When that time comes I will 
rescue the lame, and gather the strays, and I will win them 
praise and renown when I restore their fortunes. At that 
time I shall be your guide, at the time when I gather you in, 
I shall give you praise and renown among all the peoples of 
the earth when I restore your fortunes under your own 
eyes,” declares  the HOLY ONE. v 



December 12, 2021       

The Third Sunday of Advent - O Key of David 
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 4:4–7  

Always be joyful, then, in the Lord; I repeat, be joyful. Let 
your good sense be obvious to everybody. The Lord is near. 
Never worry about anything; but tell God all your desires 
of every kind in prayer and petition shot through with 
gratitude, and the peace of God which is beyond our 
understanding will guard your hearts and your thoughts in 
Christ Jesus. v 

 

December 12, 2021       

The Third Sunday of Advent - O Key of David 
The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Luke 3:7–18  

John said, therefore, to the crowds who came to be baptized 
by him, “Brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the 
coming retribution? Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance, and do not start telling yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father,’ because, I tell you, God can raise 
children for Abraham from these stones. Yes, even now the 
axe is being laid to the root of the trees, so that any tree 



failing to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown 
on the fire.”  

When all the people asked him, “What must we do, then?” 
John answered, “Anyone who has two tunics must share 
with the one who has none, and anyone with something to 
eat must do the same.” There were tax collectors, too, who 
came for baptism, and these said to him, “Master, what 
must we do?” John said to them, “Exact no more than the 
appointed rate.” Some soldiers asked him in their turn, 
“What about us? What must we do?” John said to them, 
“No intimidation! No extortion! Be content with your pay!” 

A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who 
were beginning to wonder whether John might be the 
Christ, so John declared before them all, “I baptize you 
with water, but someone is coming, who is more powerful 
than me, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing-fan is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor 
and to gather the wheat into his barn; but the chaff he will 
burn in a fire that will never go out.” And he proclaimed 
the good news to the people with many other exhortations 
too. v 

 



December 19, 2021       
The Fourth Sunday of Advent - O Dayspring  
The Prophet Micah 5:2–5a  

Hence  the HOLY ONE OF OLD will abandon them only until 
she who is in labor gives birth, and then those who survive 
of his race will be reunited to the Israelites. He will take his 
stand and he will shepherd them with the power of  the 
HOLY ONE, with the majesty of the name of God, and they 
will be secure, for his greatness will extend henceforth to 
the most distant parts of the country. He himself will be 
peace! v 

 

December 19, 2021       

The Fourth Sunday of Advent - O Dayspring  
The Letter to the Hebrews 10:5–10  
 

And that is why Christ said, on coming into the world: 
“You wanted no sacrifice or grain offering, but you gave 
me a body. You took no pleasure in burnt offering or 
sacrifice for sin; then I said, ‘Here I am, I am coming,’ in 
the scroll of the book it is written of me, to do your will, 
God.” 



He says first “You did not want what the Law lays down as 
the things to be offered, that is: the sacrifices, the cereal 
offerings, the burnt offerings and the sacrifices for sin, and 
you took no pleasure in them;” and then he says: “Here I 
am! I am coming to do your will.” He is abolishing the first 
sort to establish the second. And this will was for us to be 
made holy by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ made 
once and for all. v 

 

December 19, 2021       

The Fourth Sunday of Advent - O Dayspring  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to Luke 1:39–45, (46–55) 

Mary set out at that time and went as quickly as she could 
into the hill country to a town in Judah. She went into 
Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now it happened 
that as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, “Of all women you are 
the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
Why should I be honored with a visit from the mother of 
my Lord? Look, the moment your greeting reached my 
ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is 



she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord 
would be fulfilled.”  

And Mary said:  

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior; because you, God, have looked 
upon the humiliation of your servant.  

Yes, from now onwards all generations will call me 
blessed, for the Almighty has done great things for me.  

Holy is your name, O God, your faithful love extends age 
after age to those who fear you.  

You have used the power of your arm, you have routed the 
arrogant of heart.  

You have pulled down princes from their thrones and 
raised high the lowly.  

You have filled the starving with good things, sent the rich 
away empty.  

You have come to the help of Israel your servant, mindful 
of your faithful love, according to the promise you made to 
our ancestors, of your mercy to Abraham and to his 
descendants forever. v 



December 26, 2021       

The First Sunday After Christmas 
A Reading From the Prophet Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 
 I will greatly rejoice in the HOLY ONE OF OLD,  
my whole being shall exult in my God;  
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,  
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,  
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,  
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,  
so the HOLY ONE our God will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring up before all the nations.  
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,  
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,  
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,  
and her salvation like a burning torch.  
The nations shall see your vindication,  
and all the kings your glory;  
and you shall be called by a new name  
that the mouth of the HOLY ONE will give.  
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the HOLY 
ONE, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. v 
 
 
 



December 26, 2021       

The First Sunday After Christmas 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians 
3:23-25; 4:4-7 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded 
under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the 
law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we 
might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we 
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as children. And because you are children, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a 
child then also an heir, through God. v 

 

 
 



December 26, 2021       

The First Sunday After Christmas 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According 
to John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not 
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but 
of God. 



And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, 
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’“) From his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law 
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God 
the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has 
made him known. v 

 


